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A 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the.  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  and  the  ether  Ho- 
nouruhle  and  Worthy  Gentleme?iy 
in  Trujl  with  his  Lordpip^  for 
the  Rev,  Dr.  WheelockV  Indian 
Charity  Schools. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

'  I  ^  H  E  following  pages  contain  an  ac- 
-^  count  of  a  journey,  undertaken  by 
the  reverend  Mr.  Buffield  and  myfelf,  at 
the  appointment  of  the  Synod  of  New  Tork 
and  Philadelphia,  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the 

Frontiers 
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Frontiers  of  Penfylvania,  and  the  Indians 
that  lie  beyond  them.  Our  errand  to  the 
former,  was  to  examine  what  affiftance 
might  be  thought  neceffary  to  be  given 
ihcm,  in  order  to  promote  their  religious 
intereftsj  immediately  after  their  emerging 
out  of  the  diftrefles  occafioned  by  the  late 
defolating  war  :  and,  by  vifiting  the  latter, 
we  were  to  try  if  they  dlfcovered  any  fa- 
vourable difpofition  for  attending  to  the  gof- 
pel  and  the  miniftrations  of  it. 

The  important  nature  of  our  miilion^^ 
the  many  difficulties  that  occured  to  us  in 
its  execution,  and  the  fuccefs  with  which 
divine  Providence,  in  fome  meafure,  bleiled 
us,  are  fo  many  concurrent  obligations  on 
us,  to  prefent  our  Journal  to  the  eye  of 
the  Public,  as  we  humbly  apprehend  the 
welfare,  both  of  civil  and  religious  fociety, 

is 
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is  not  a  little  interefted  in  the  concerns  of 
both. 

The  whole  only  exhibits  a  plain,  artlefs 
narrative  of  matters  of  fad; ;  and  I  cannot 
but  look  upon  it  as  an  additional  bleffing, 
that  the  honourable  and  moll  worthy  board 
of  truftees  for  Dr.  Wheelock'%  Indian  Cha- 
rity Schools,  will  permit  me  thus  to  com- 
mit the  Patronage  of  it  to  Them. 

Glory  be  to  God  1  that  truly  Chriflian 
and  laudable  Inftitution  is  now  in  a  moft 
promifmg  way  j  and,  I  humbly  hope,  in 
due  feafon,  will  be  produdive,  not  only  of 
civilizing,  but  of  truly  converting  thoufands 
and  ten  thoufands  of  the  Pagan  and  Sa- 
vage Nations  in  America,'— Yox  all  your 
counfels  and  cares  for  this  important  pur- 
pofe  5  that  you  may  be  able  to  rejoice,  both 

in 
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in  life  and  death  j  and  that  the  bleffirig  of 
many,  who  were  ready  to  perlfh,  may  de- 
fcend  on  you  and  your  pofterity  to  the  lateft 
generations,  is,  and  fhall  be  the  hearty 
prayer  of. 

Right  Honourable^  and 

Honoured  Gentkmeny 

Tour  mojl  obliged 

And  grateful  Servant i 

C.   BEATTY. 
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E I N  G  appointed  by  the  fynod  of  New- 
Tork  and  Philadelphia  X,o  nfic  the  frontier- 
inhabitants,  that  a  better  judgment  might 
be  formed  what  affiftance  might  be  neceffary  to 
afford  them,  in  their  prefent  low  circiimftances, 
in  order  to  promote  the  gofpel  among  them  ; 
and  likewife  to  vifit  the  Indians^  in  cafe  it  could 
be"  done  with  fafety,  to  know  whether  they  were 
inclined  to  receive  the  gofpel  i  I  accordingly  fat 
out  on  my  journey,  Tuefday  the  12th  of  Aiiguft^ 
1766,  accompanied  with  Jojeph  Peepy^  a  chrii^ 
tian  Indian^  who  was  to  fcrve  as  an  interpreter ; 
and,  after  travelling  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
miles,  we  arrived  at  Carlijle^  on  Friday  the  15th 
inftant,  where  I  met  Mr.  Duffield^  who  was  alfo 
appointed  to  accompany  us,  and  lodged  ac 
col.  Armfiron^^. 

Carlifay  Saturday^  Auguft  16.  Remained  here  5 

as  I  underftood  that  none  of  the  vacant  congre- 

B  gations 
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gatlons  had  any  notice  of  my  defign  of  being 
with  ihem  on  the  morrow.  An  opportunity 
prefenting  to-day,  we  fent  notice  to  feveral  places 
of  our  purpofe  to  preach  to  the  people  there 
next  week. 

Carlijle^  17th.  Sabbath,  Preached  for  Mr. 
Duffield  in  the  Afternoon. 

1 8th.  Monday.  In  the  forenoon  were  much 
engaged,  preparing  for  our  journey  •, — fat  out 
with  Mr.  Duffield.  After  riding  about  fix  miles, 
we  came  to  the  north  mountain,  which  is  high 
and  fteep.  The  day  being  very  warm,  and  wc 
obliged  to  walk,  or  rather  climb  up  it,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  way,  were  greatly  fatigued 
by  the  time  we  reached  the  top. — After  travelling 
foar  miles  into  Sherman's  valley,  we  came,  in 
the  night,  to  'Thomas  Rofs's,  where  we  lodged. 

19th.  Tiiefday,  Rode  four  or  five  miles  to  a 
place  in  the  wood,  defigned  for  building  a  houfe 
for  worfhip,  and  preached  but  to  a  fmall  auditory; 
notice  of  our  preaching  not  having  been  fuffi- 
ciently  fpread.  After  fermon,  I  opened  to  the 
people  prefent,  the  principal  defign  of  the  fynod 
in  fending  us  to  them,  at  this  time ;  that  it  was 
not  only  to  preach  the  gofpel,  but  alfo  to 
enquire  into  their  circumflances,  fituation,  num- 
bers, and  ability  to  fupport  it. 

The  people  not  being  prepared  to  give  us 
a  full  anfwer,  promifed   to  fend  it  to  Carlijle 

befor  e 
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before  our  return.  After  fermon,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  way  about  five  miles,  and  lodged 
at  Mr.  Ferguses  *. 

20th.  JVednefday.  This  morning,  after  tra- 
velling about  feven  miles,  we  crofTed  the  Tuf- 
kerora  mountain,  which  is  very  high,  and  in 
mod  places  very  difficult  to  pafs  -f .  In  riding 
three  miles  on  the  other  fide  of  this  mountain, 
we   came   to   a   houfe  J  where   a   number    of 

people 

*  The  houfe  where  he  lives  was  attacked  by  the  Indians 
in  the  late  war,  the  owner  of  it  killed,  and,  if  I  am  not 
miftaken,  feme  others.  While  the  Indians  were  pillaging 
the  houfe  and  plantation,  in  order  to  carry  off  what  fuited 
them,  a  number  of  the  countrymen  armed  came  upon  them  ; 
a  fmart  flclrmifli  enfued,  in  which  the  countrymen  had  the 
better.  The  Indians  were  obliged  to  fly,  and  carried  off 
their  wounded,  but  left  all  their  booty  behind  them. 

f  Not  far  from  where  we  pafied  to-day,  after  croffing 
the  mountain,  a  block-houfe,  or  fome  little  fortification, 
was  built  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  for  their  protedion 
in  time  of  war.  The  Indians,  who  very  probably  were 
watching  them,  took  the  advantage  one  day,  when  moll  of 
the  men  were  about  their  bufinefs,  and  attacked  the  place, 
and  killed  and  captivated  all  that  were  in  it.  So  that  the 
poor  men  found  on  their  return,  to  their  unfpeakable  grief, 
their  wives  and  children  all  carried  off;  and  what  itill  added 
to  their  concern,  the  fears  of  their  being  put  to  death  in  the 
jnoft  barbarous  manner. 

X  The  houfe  I  preached  at  to-day  was  alfo  attacked  by  the 
Indians:  fome  were  killed  in  the  houfe,  and  others  capti- 
vated. It  was  truly  affefting  to  fee,  almolt  in  every  place 
B  2  or\ 
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people  were  convened,  whom  I  preached  to, 
they  promifcd  to  attend  fermon  to-morrow,  and 
give  us  an  account  of  their  fituation,  numbers, 
i^c.  Afcer  fermon  we  rode  to  Mr.  William 
Graham's,  about  three  miles  from  hence,  and 
lodged  at  his  houfe. 

2 1  ft.  I'hurfday,  After  riding  about  two  miles 
and  a  half,  we  came  to  a  place  where  the  people 
had  begun  to  build  a  houfe  for  worfhip,  before 
the  late  war,  but  by  accident  had  been  burn^ 
ed.  Here  Mr.  Dtiffield  preached  to  a  number 
of  people  convened,  who  after  fermon  informed 
us  that  this  valley  of  Tujkerora  is  about  thirty- 
two  miles  in  length  \  between  fix  and  {^vtVL 
miles  broad  in  the  middle,  and  about  ten  miiles 
wide  at  the  lower  end  next  to  Juniata  river. 

There  are  about  eighty-four  families  living  in 
this  valley,  who  propofe  to  build  two  houfes  for 
wqrfhip  •,  one  about  fourteen  miles  from  the  up- 
per end  of  the  valley,  and  the  other  ten  miles 

beiow 

on  the  frontiers,  marks  of  the  ravages  of  the  cruel  and 
barbarous  enemy.  Houfes  and  fences  burned,  houfhold 
furniture  deflroyed,  the  cattle  killed,  and  horfes  either 
killed  or  carried  off,  and  to  hear  the  people  relate  the  horri4 
fcenes  that  were  afted.  Some  had  their  parents  killed 
and  fcalped,  in  a  barbarous  manner,  before  their  eyes,  and 
themfelves  captivated.  Women  faw  their  huihands  kille4 
^nd  fcalped,  while  thpy  themfelves  v/cre  led  away  by  thcs 

blopdy 
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below  it,  towards  Juniata  river.  As  their  cir- 
cumftances,  at  prefent,  are  fiich,  that  they  can- 
not  fupport  the  gofpel,  they  purpofe  to  join  with 
the  people  fettled  upon  the  other  fide  of  Juniata ; 
but  hope  in  a  few  years  to  be  able  to  fupport  a 
minifter  in  the  valley.  "We  muft  fay,  upon  the 
whole,  that  they  appear  very  defirous  to  have 
the  gofpel  fettled  among  them,  and  are  willing 
to  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  and  as  foon  as  it  fhall  be  in  their  power, 
they  defign  to  purchafe  a  plantation  for  a  parfo- 
nage.  After  fermon  we  rode  eight  miles  to 
capt,  Paterfon'Sy  where  we  were  kindly  received*. 

2 2d.  Friday, 

bloody  hands  of  the  murderers.  Others  related  that  they 
faw  the  cruel  fcene,  and  that  they  themfelves  narrowly 
efcaped. 

*  Here  we  met  with  one  Leiji  Hicks,  who  had  been  cap- 
tive with  the  Indians,  fi-om  his  youth,  and  we  being  very 
defirous  to  know  their  prefent  fituation,  and  circumHances, 
he  gave  us  the  following  relation,  that  about  one  hundred 
jniles  wellward  of  Fort  Pitt,  was  an  Indian  town,  called 
Tu/kalanjoas ;  and  at  fome  confiderable  diflance  from  that 
was  another  town  named  Kighalampegha,  where  Natat' 
ivhelman,  the  king  of  the  Delaivares,  lived ;  and  from  thence, 
about  ten  miles  or  more,  was  one  called  Moghivhijlon,  i.  e, 
Worm-To'wn,  having  about  twenty  houfes ;  that  feventeen 
miles  thence  was  another  town,  named  Ggh-ki-tanju-mi' 
kanjo,  i.  e.  WUte-corn-Tonvn  ;  that  this  was  the  largeft,  he 
fuppofed,  in  thefe  parts ;  that  about  twenty  miles  farther, 
W4S  a  Shau-nxia-nagh  Tonjun ;  that  there  was  another  at  fome 

diitance. 
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2  2d.  Friday.  Preached  in  the  woods,  as  wc 
have  done  moftly  hitherto,  two  miles  on  the 
north  fide  of  Juniata.  Here  the  people,  fome 
years  ago,  began  to  build  a  houfe  for  worfhip, 
but  did  not  finifli  it,  but  expe<5l  foon  to  do  it. 
This  congregation  extends  about  twenty  miles 
along  the  river,  and  its  breadth  from  Juniata. 
to  the  head  of  the  river  called  Kochala- 
misy  is  about  ten  miles  ;  and  in  this  extent  there 
are  but  fifty  families,  who  meet  together  for 
worlhip.  They  purpofe  joining  Tujkerora 
fettlement,  at  prefent,  till  fuch  time  as  they 
Ihall  be  able  to  fupport  a  minifter  them- 
felves ;  which  they  exped  to  do  in  fome  years  if 
-peace  continues  •,  and,  as  foon  as  they  can,  to 
procure  a  plantation  for  a  parfonage.  In  fhort, 
thefe  poor  people,  as  well  as  thofe  of  TuJ^erora, 
before  mentioned,  are  very  defirous  of  having 
the  gofpcl  fettled  amongft  them,   and  for  that 

diftance,  called  Sugh-eba-ungh,  that  is,  the  S.  It-lick,  of  about 
twenty  houfes.  In  this  town,  he  told  us,  there  was  an  Indian 
that  fpoke  to  the  Indians  about  religion ;  that  forty  miles 
farther  was  a  town  cv\\ti.Migh-chi-laghpieftay  that  is  the  J?/^- 
tick.  He  told  us,  that  he  thought,  from  fome  things  he 
obfcrved  among  the  Indians^  that  they  would  be  defirous  of 
hearing  the  gofpel.  This  intelligence,  with  fome  other 
circumftances  related  to  us  by  an  Indian  trader,  gave  us 
fome  encouragement  to  venture  out  among  them. 

purpofe 
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purpofe  appeared  forward,  and  willing  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  •,  but  at  prefent  the 
people  here,  and  in  other  places,  that  have  fuf- 
fered  {o  much  by  the  war,  have  a  number  of 
difficulties  to  ftruggle  with  ;  as  they  have  to  be- 
gin the  world  anew. 

After  fermon  we  returned  to  capt.  PaSerfon'sy 
where  Mr.  Duffield  and  I  agreed  to  part  for 
fome  days,  the  better  to  be  able  to  anfwer  the 
great  defign  of  our  mifiion  ;  for  by  thefe  means 
wc  fliould  be  able  to  vifit  double  the  places,  and 
preach  to  double  the  people  vv-e  could  have  done, 
had  we  been  together.  Accordingly  Mr.  Duffield 
propofed  to  go  to  the  Pafh-valky,  great  and  lit- 
tle Covesy  and  to  fet  out  this  evening  in  his  way 
to  the  firft  of  thefe  places,  where  he  intended  to 
preach  next  fabbath  -,  and  I  purpofed  to  vifit  the 
new  fettlements  up  the  river  Juniata. 

23d.  Saturday.  Remained  at  capt.  Pater^ 
fin's, 

24th.  Sabbath.  Preached  near  the  mouth  of 
Tujkerora  river  (where  it  empd^s  itfelf  into  Ju- 
niata) to  a  large  congregation  coileded  from  dif- 
ferent quarters,  and  fome  from  afar.  The  au- 
dience appeared  very  attentive,  and  much  en- 
gaged. I  would  fain  hope  fome  good  impref- 
fions  were  made  upon  the  minds  of  a  number 
that  attended  to-day.     In  the  afteraoon,  being 
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in  the  open  air,  we  were  interrupted  by  a  very 
heavy  fhower  of  rain,  attended  with  a  high  wind 
and  fharp  thunder,  which  obliged  us  to  take 
fhelter  in  a  neighbouring  houfe  as  well  as  we  could. 
The  women,  and  a  great  part  of  the  men  croud- 
cd  into  it,  and  there  I  finifhed  my  difcourfe. 
After  fermon,  I  went  to  a  houfe  about  a  mile  off, 
and  baptized  a  child  born  lafl  night,  and  re- 
turned to  capt.  Pate^'forCs  in  the  evening. 

25th.  Monday.  Sat  out  from  capt.  Paterfon\ 
this  morning,  as  early  as  we  could,  on  our 
journey,  accompanied  with  Jofeph  the  interpre- 
ter, and  Levi  Hicks,  mentioned  before,  as  be- 
ing many  years  a  prifoner  among  the  Indians* 
I  underftood  he  was  confiderably  impreffcd  un- 
der the  word  yefterday,  and  therefore  was  defi- 
rous  to  hear  more  fermons.  We  travelled 
up  Juniata  river,  eight  miles  through  a  bad 
road,  to  a  place  called  the  Narrows^  where  a 
rocky  mountain  bounds  fo  clofe  upon  the  river, 
as  to  leave  only  a  fmall  path,  along  the  bank, 
for  the  moft  part ;  and,  this  for  about  ten  miles, 
very  uneven  :  at  this  time  alfo  greatly  incum- 
bred  by  trees  fallen  acrofs  it,  blown  up  from  the 
roots,  fome  time  ago,  by  a  hard  gale  of  wind ; 
fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  walk  fome  part  of 
the  way,  and  in  fome  places  to  go  along  the 
edge  of  the  water.  After  riding  about  twenty- 
one 
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one  miles,  we  came  to  Mr.  Thomas  Holts  *,  much 
fatigued,  where  we  refted  an  hour  or  two,  and 
refrefhed  ourfelves,  and  fed  our  horfes. 

We  proceeded  on  our  journey,  the  road  be- 
ing now  pretty  good,  the  land  we  pafled  over, 
for  the  moft  part,  level,  fome  of  it  very  rich, 
yet  uninhabitated.  Night  coming  on,  and  it  be- 
ing very  dark,  we  were  at  a  difficulty  to  find 
our  way ;  and  rain  coming  on,  at  the  fame  time, 
added  to  our  diflrefs.  We  began  to  conclude 
we  muft  take  up  our  lodging  in  the  woods,  but 
a  kind  providence  at  laft  brought  us  to  a  little 
houfe,  where  we  were  received  kindly,  and  en- 
tertained in  the  beft  manner,  that  was  in  the 
people's  power. 

26th.  Tuefday.  Finding  that  notice  of  my 
preaching  to-day,  had  not  been  fufficiently 
fpread  through  this  fettlement,  the  man  of  the 
houfe,  where  I  lodged,  fent  this  morning  betimes, 

•  Not  far  from  his  houfe  flood  Fort  Grenvillr,  erefted 
there  the  laft  war,  and  garrifoued  by  a  fmall  number  of 
provincial  troops.  This  place  was  attacked  by  the  favage 
enemy.  Lieutenant  Armjlrong,  and  the  few  men  under  his 
command,  made  a  noble  defence,  for  fome  time,  till  at  laft 
the  enemy  found  means  to  fet  the  fort-  on  fire,  which  was 
made  only  of  wood.  A  breach,  by  this  means,  being  made, 
the  commanding  officer  was  killed,  and  the  remaining 
troops,  with  fuch  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  lied  there  for 
refuge,  were  either  klll'='d  or  taken  prifoners. 

C  in 
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in  order  to  notify  my  preaching  to  the  people, 
that  lived  at  fome  confiderable  diilance  up  the 
river  •,  v/hile  I  at  the  fame  time  crofled  the  river 
at  a  fording-place,  to  a  houfe,  and  from  thence 
fent  notice  to  thofe  living  on  that  fide  of  the 
river.  By  twelve  o'clock  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  people  were  collefted  at  a  place  in  the 
woods,  where  a  mill  was  building,  near  to  which 
a  houie  for  worfhip  is  intended  to  be  built,  as 
being  moft  effential  to  the  inhabitants  in  thofe 
parts.  While  the  people  were  convening,  it 
began  to  rain,  and  the  rain  continuing,  obliged 
as  many  as  could  to  croud  into  a  fmall  houfe. 
While  I  was  preaching,  and  th^  people  were 
very  attentive,  we  were  alarmed  by  a  rattle- 
fnake  creeping  into  the  houfe,  among  the 
people,  fuppofed  to  have  got  in  under  the  logs 
of  the  houfe,  it  being  pretty  open,  but  this 
venomous  creature  was  happily  difcovered,  and 
killed  before  it  did  any  damage.  Scarcely  were 
the  people  well  compofed  again,  before  we  were 
alarmed  anew,  by  a  fnake  of  another  kind,  be- 
ing difcovered  among  the  people,  which  was 
alfo  killed,  v/ithout  any  detriment,  befides  dif- 
turbing  us.  1  he  providence  of  God  appeared 
very  remarkable  in  preferving  us  from  the  ve- 
nom of  the  creatures,  and  more  fo,  as  thefe  peo- 
ple were  fo  crouded  together,   as  that  it  might 
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be  a  jufl  matter  of  wcnder  how  thefe  creatures 
could  crawl  through  the  congregation  without 
being  fome  way  offended  by  them,  which  always 
excites  them  to  bite :  however  the  auditors  all 
got  compofed  again,  and  were  attentive  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  difcourfe,  which  was  the  firfl 

fermon  ever  preached  in  thefe  parts. Here  I 

baptized  feveral  children  ;  and  after  fermon  rode 
about  four  miles  and  a  half  with  one  of  the  au- 
dience, and  lodged  at  his  houfe. 

This  fettlem.ent,  on  both  fides  the  river  Ju- 
niata,  confiding  at  prefent  of  about  eighty  fami- 
lies, extends  from  the  place  called  the  Narrows, 
mentioned  before,  to  where  the  river  Aughweek 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Juniata. — The  fettlement  is 
about  twenty-five  miles  in  length ;  and  in  the 
center,  feven  miles  broad. 

There  is  another  fettlement  jufl  began,  con- 
fifting,  at  prefent,  of  fix  or  feven  families,  four 
miles  from  the  center  of  the  former,  over  a 
mountain,  called  Kithaquaquilla,  or  Great  Valley^ 
extending  about  thirty  miiles,  and  five  or  fix 
,wide.  As  the  land  here  is  very  good,  a  greater 
number  of  people  is  expected  to  fettle  there  in 
the  fpring.  Both  thefe  places  propofe  joining, 
in  order  to  make  one  congregation. — They  are 
defirous  of  having  a  minifter  fettled  among  them 
as  foon  as  may  be,  and  appear  to  be  willing  to 
C  2  do 
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do  as  much  towards  his  fupport,  as  their  prefect 
low  circumftances  will  admit. 

27th.  Wedncfdo.y.  I  baptized  a  child  this 
morning,  brought  to  my  lodging,  and  then  fat 
out  in  company  with  feveral  people.  I  rode  a- 
bout  eight  miles,  and  preached  to  a  fmall  audi- 
tory, convened  for  that  purpofe,  who  appeared 
attentive.  I  baptized  feveral  children,  and  lodg- 
ed near  the  place,  at  Mr.  'John  M"  MichaeVs'^. 

2  8Lh.  Thurfday.  Rained  laft  night  and  this 
morning  till  9  o'clock,  when  we  fit  out  for  Fcrt 
Litdetcn^  croffing  ^juniata^  at  the  mcuih  of  Jug  h- 
week  river,  and  being  condudcd  by  the  man,  in 

*  Here,  and  in  many  other  places  on  this  river,  is  very- 
rich  land,  ufually  diriingui;l.ed  by  the  name  of  Bdiem- 
Land,  excellent  for  hemp,  and  Indian  corn  ;  but  it  is  {o 
rich,  that  it  muft  be  cultivated  feme  years,  and  fowed  or 
planted  with  other  grain  or  hemp,  before  it  will  produce 
good  wheat.  It  abounds  with  fine  black  walnut  timber ; 
and  the  people  fettled  on  this  river  have  an  advantage  above 
many  others  on  the  frontiers  ;  and  that  is,  of  carrying 
down  the  river,  when  the  water  rifes  but  a  little  with  the 
rains,  their  produce,  and  floating  down  walnut  boards  to 
Harrises  or  Wright\  ferry,  on  Su/quehanah  river,  the  former 
within  thirty-five,  and  the  latter  about  eight  miles  off  Lan- 
(o/Ier  town,  (which  is  fixty  five  miles  from  Pljiladelphta) 
where  they  have  a  market  for  their  produce ;  fo  that  pro- 
bably they  will  be  able  in  fome  years,  if  peace  continues, 
to  fupport  a  minifter  among  them. 

whofe 
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whofe  houfe  we  lodged,  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
miles  along  a  fmall  path  which  led  up  the  river 
Aughweek^  crofling  the  bendings  of  it  a  number 
of  times,  fthe  land  chiefly  level,  and  fome  very 
rich  near  the  river)  we  pafTcd  by  an  old  Jndiajz 
town,  now  deferted,  where  Fort  Shirley  was  built 
in  the  late  war. — Hitherto  we  faw  but  two  or 
three  houfes. — We  halted  a  little  while  on  a  na- 
tural meadow,  fituated  on  a  bend  of  the  river 
Aughweek,  to  let  our  horfes  feed.  After  travel- 
ling about  thirty  miles  to-day,  we  arrived  a  lit- 
tle before  night  at  Fort  Littleton^  and  put  up  at 
Mr.  Bird's,  a.  public-houfe. 

29th.  Friday.  Preached  to  a  fmall  congre- 
gation of  people,  who  live  about  this  place. 
In  the  evening  Mr.  Duffield  arrived,  and  gave 
the  following  account  of  his  tour. 

23d.  Auguft,  Saturday.  Rode  to  John  Blair\ 
in  the  Path-Valley,  thirty  miles. 

24th.  S&hhath.  Preached  to  a  confiderablc 
large  congregation. 

25th.  Monday.  Preached  at  the  place  defign- 
ed  for  building  a  houfe  for  worlhip ;  and  receiv- 
ed the  following  information  from  the  people, 
of  their  fituation  and  circumftances. 

This  Path-Valley  is  twenty-three  miles  in 
length,  and  in  general  about  three  miles  in 
breadth.     In  one  townlhip,  called  Fanet^   there 

are 
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are  about  fcventy  families,  who  are  defirous  of 
the  gofpel,  and  v/illing  to  fupport  it,  according 
to  their  abilities,  being  very  unanimous  .  they 
have  fixed  upon  a  place,  about  eight  or  nine 
miles  from  the  head  of  the  valley,  where  they 
propofe  foon  to  build  a  houfe  for  worlhip -,  and 
as  this  valley  v/iU  admit  of  a  number  of  people 
more  to  fettle  in  it,  they  expeft  to  be  able  to 
fupport  a  minifter,  after  fome  years -,  but  at  pre- 
fent  they  labour  under  the  fame  diflicukies  as 
their  neighbours  in  the  other  villages  and  places 
on  the  frontiers,  juft  beginning  the  world,  in  a 
manner,  after  their  late  diftreffes  by  the  war. 
They  have  no  profpeft  at  prefent  of  a  glebe  for 
z  miriifi:er,  as  the  land  is  all  taken  up  j  but  are 
deiirous  to  procure  one  as  foon  as  it  fhall  be  in 
their  pov/er.  Lodged  at  Mr.  Francis  Elliofs. 
•'25th,  and  27th  days.  Tarried  at  Camtdgo- 
cleciige  fettlcment. 

2.8  th.  1'hurfday.     At  Mr.  Smith's. 

29th.  Friday.  Preached  in  the  fettlement  * 
of  the  great  Ccve^  to  a  confiderable  congrega- 
tion. This  place  is  about  twenty  miles  in  length 
and  three  wide.  The  land  is  confiderably  broken, 
fo  that  it  will  not  accomodate  a  number  of  fet- 

*  This  place  fuiFered  greatly  by  the  late  war. 
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tkrs  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  it :  at  pre- 
fent  there  are  about  fifteen  families,  who  are  de- 
lirous  of,  and  willing,  according  to  their  cir- 
cumftances,  to  fupport  the  gofpel.  They  ex- 
ped  as  many  more  people  to  fettle  near  them.. 
They  propofe  joining  Cannogccheauge,  and  to 
build  a  houfe  for  worfliip  as  foon  as  they  are  a- 
ble,  being  at  prefent  in  the  fame  dimcult  cir- 
cumilances  with  other  places  expofed  on  the 
frontiers  to  the  barbarous  enemy.  They  choofe 
that  what  affiflance  may  be  allowed  them  by  the 
fociety,  fhould  be  towards  building  a  houfe  for 
worfhip. — After  fermon  I  rode  to  Fort  Littleton, 
where  I  met  with  Mr.  Beatty. 

30th.  Saturday.  Sat  out  early  this  morning, 
in  company  with  Mr.  Dufield :  breakfafted  at 
Mr.  iVf'  ConneVs^  at  the  Sideling  hdl,  (after  rid- 
ing ten  miles;  and  having  travelled  ten  miles 
more,  we  crofTed  the  fouth  branch  of  Juniata 
river.  We  proceeded  to  Mr.  Thomas  Urie's, 
where  we  refreilied  ourfelves,  and  ^q^.  our  horfes. 
Here  we  met  with  Mr.  Tioiigherty  from  Bedford^ 
who  came  in  order  to  accompany  and  conduft 
us  into  that  town.  We  arrived  at  Bedford  in  the 
evening,  having  travelled  to-day  about  thirty- 
three  miles,  and  lodged  at  Mr.  Dougherty's,  at 
his  invitation. 
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3 1  ft.  Sabbath,  Preached  in  the  forenoon 
to  a  large  and  attentive  audience,  afTembled 
in  a  new  houfe  in  the  town.  Mr.  Duffield 
preached  in  the  afternoon.  Baptized  feveral 
children. 

I  ft.  Sepember,  Monday.  Preached  at  the  d*- 
fire  of  the  people,  who  promifed  to  tranfmit  to 
us,  on  our  return  to  Carlijle,  by  Mr.  Dougherty^ 
an  account  of  their  numbers,  fituation,  (^c. 

2d.  1'uefday.  Sat  out  for  Fort  Pitt^  be- 
ing brought  on  our  way  by  our  friends  Meflrs. 
Ormjby  and  Dougherty.  After  riding  about 
fifteen  miles,  we  came  to  the  foot  of  Al-legh- 
geny  mountain,  and  having  fed  our  horfes,  we 
began  to  afcend  the  fteep,  which  is  two  miles 
from  the  foot  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  We 
travelled  about  eight  miles  farther,  along  a  bad 
road,  to  Edmund's  Swamp.,  and  lodged  at  Mr. 
John  Miller's*, 

3d.  Wednefday, 

*  Here  we  met  with  one  Benjamin  Sutton,  who  had  been 
taken  captive  by  the  Indians,  had  been  in  different  nations, 
and  lived  many  years  among  them. 

He  informed  us,  when  he  was  with  the  Cha^a^  Nation, 
or  Tribe  of  Indians,  at  the  Mij/ijjippi  river,  he  went  to  aa 
Indian  town,  a  very  confiderable  diftance  from  Nc^-Otleans, 
Whofe  inhabitants  were  of  different  complexions,  not  fo 
tawny  as  thofe  of  the  other  Indians,  and  who  fpoke  VFdch. 

He 
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3d»    PFednefday.      Sat    out  early   this   morn- 
ingV  having  had  but  poor  lodging,  went  about 

five 

He  faid  he  faw  a  book  among  them,  which  he  fuppofed 
was  a  J'relch  bible,  which  they  carefully  kept  wrapped  up  in 
afkiii,  but  that  they  could  not  read  it^  and  that  he  heard 
fome  of  thofe  Indians  afterwards  in  the  Lonjoer  Shavjanaugh 
town,  {peak  Welch  with  one  Lewisy  a  Welchman,  captive 
there.  This  Welch  tribe  now  live  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
MiJJiJippi  river,  a  great  way  above  Ne^-Or leans, 

Levi  Hicks,  before  mentioned,  as  being  among  the  Indians 
from  his  youth,  told  us  he  had  been,  when  attending  an 
embafly,  in  a  town  oi  Indians,  on  the  well  fide  oi  MiJJiJippi 
river,  who  talked  Welch  (as  he  was  told,  for  he  did  not  un- 
derftand  them)  ;  and  our  interpreter,  Jofeph,  faw  fome /iz- 
dians,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  fame  tribe,  who  talked 
Welchy  for  he  told  us  fome  of  the  words  they  faid,  which 
he  knew  to  be  Wdch,  as  he  had  been  act^uainted  with  fome 
Welch  people. 

Correfpondent  hereto,  I  have  been  informed,  that  many 
years  ago,  a  clergyman  went  from  Britain  to  Virginia,  and 
having  lived  fome  time  there,  went  from  thence  to  South- 
Carolina  ;  but,  either  becaufe  the  climate  did  not  agree  with 
him,  or  for  fome  other  reafon,  refolved  to  return  to  Firgi- 
nia,  and  accordingly  fet  cut  by  land,  accompanied  with 
fome  other  perfons ;  but  travelling  through  the  back  parts 
of  the  country,  which  was  then  very  thinly  inhabited,  fup- 
pofing,  very  probably,  this  was  the  neareft  way,  he  fe^l  iq 
with  a  party  of  Indian  v/arriors,  going  to  attack  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  Virginia,  againft  whom  they  had  declared  war. 

The  Indians,  upon  examining  the  clergyman,  and  finding 

that  he  v/as  going  to  Virginia,  looked  upon  him  and  his 

D  companioi^s 
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five  miles  to  Stony  Creek,  and  breakfafted.     From 
thence  we  went  to  the  foot  of  Lawrel  Hill,  eight 

miles  J 

companions  as  belonging  to  Virginia,  and  therefore  took 
them  all  prifoners,  and  let  them  know  they  mull  die.  The 
clergyman,  in  preparation  for  another  world,  went  to 
prayer,  and,  being  a  Wdchman,  prayed  in  the  Welch  lan- 
guage, poflibly  becaufe  this  language  was  moft  familiar  to 
*  him,  or  to  prevent  the  Indians  underftanding  him. — One  or 
more  of  the  party  of  the  Indians  was  much  furprifed  to  hear 
him  pray  in  their  language. — Upon  this  they  fpake  to  him, 
and  finding  that  he  could  underfland  their  fpeech,  they  got 
the  fentence  of  death  reverfed— and  thus  this  happy  circum- 
ftance  was  the  means  of  faving  his  life. 

They  took  him  back  with  them  into  their  country,  where 
he  found  a  tribe,  whofe  native  language  was  Welchy  though 
the  dialedl  was  a  little  different  from  his  own,  which  he  foon 
came  to  underlland.  They  Ihewed  him  a  book,  which  he 
found  to  be  the  bible,  but  which  they  could  not  read,  and, 
if  I  millake  nor,  his  ability  to  read  it  tended  to  raife  their 
regard  for  him. 

He  ftayed  among  them  fome  time,  and  endeavoured  to 
indruft  them  in  the  ChriiHan  religion.  He  at  length  pro- 
pofed  to  go  back  to  his  own  country,  and  return  to  them 
with  fome  other  teachers,  who  would  be  able  to  inftruft  them 
in  their  own  language,  to  which  propofal  they  confenting, 
he  accordingly  fet  out  from  thence,  and  arrived  in  Britain 
with  full  intention  to  return  to  them  with  fome  of  his  coun- 
trymen, in  order  to  teach  thefe  Indians  chriftianity.  But  I 
was  acquainted,  that  not  long  after  his  arrival,  he  was  taken 
fick  and  died,  which  put  an  end  to  his  fchemes. 

SuttOTt 
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miles ;   crofling  which,  we  arrived  at  fort  Ligo- 
nier,  thirteen  miles :   in  the  evenings  put  up  at 

{ottit 

Sutton  farther  told  us,  that  among  the  DelaiiOare  tribe  of 
Indians,  he  obferved  their  women  to  follow,  exaftly,  the 
cultom  of  the  Je^wijh  women,  in  keeping  feparate  from  the 
reft  feven  days,  at  certain  times,  as  prefcribed  in  the  Ma- 
faic  law :  that  from  fome  old  men  among  them,  he  had 
heard  the  following  traditions— That  of  old  time  their  peo- 
ple were  divided  by  a  river,  nine  parts  of  ten  pafling  over 
the  river,  and  one  part  tarrying  behind ;  that  they  know 
not,  for  certainty,  how  they  came  firfl  to  this  continent ; 
but  account  thus  for  their  firft  coming  into  thefe  parts,  near 
where  they  are  now  fettled — that  a  king  of  their  nation,  when 
they  formerly  lived  far  to  the  weft,  left  his  kingdom  to  his 
two  fons — that  the  one  fon  making  war  upon  the  other,  the 
latter  thereupon  determined  to  depart,  and  feek  fome  new 
habitation — that,  accordingly  he  fat  out,  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  his  people  ;  and  that,  after  wandering  to  and  fro, 
for  the  fpace  of  forty  years,  they  at  length  came  to  Delatoare 
river,  where  they  fettled  three  hundred  and  fe'venty  years 
ago.  The  way,  he  fays,  they  keep  an  account  of  this,  is, 
by  putting  on  a  black  bead  of  wampum  every  year  fince, 
on  a  belt  they  have  for  that  purpofe. 

He  farther  added — That  the  king  of  that  country,  from 
whence  they  came  fome  years  ago,  when  the  French  were 
in  poffefrion  of  Fort  Duquefne,  fent  out  fome  of  his  people, 
in  order,  if  poffible,  to  find  out  that  part  of  their  nation, 
that  departed  to  feek  a  new  country  ;  and,  that  thefe  men, 
after  feeking  fix  years,  came  at  length  to  the  Pickt  town, 
on  the  Ouhache  river,  and  there  happened  to  meet  with  a 
J)elan.vare  Indian,  named.  Jack,  after  the  Fnglijh,  whofe 
D  2  language 
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Ibme  fort  of  a  public  houfe,  and  waited  upon  the 
commanding  officer,  who  invited  us  to  fpend  the 
evening  with  him,  which  we  accepted  of. 

4th.  TJmrfday.  Sat  out,  and  rode  twenty-five 
miles  to  Bujhy  Run^  where  we  put  upf . 

5th.  Friday.  Sat  out  early  this  morning,  and 
rode  to  'Turtle  creek,  eight  miles,  before  break- 
fad  ;   and  riding  eighteen  miles  more-  we  ar- 

language  they  could  underftand ;  and  that,  by  him,  they 
were  conduced  to  the  Delanvare  towns,  where  they  tarried 
one  year,  and  returned — that  the  French  fent  a  white  man 
with  them,  properly  furnilhed,  to  bring  back  an  account 
of  their  country,  who,  the  Indians  faid,  could  not  return 
in  lefs  than  fourteen  years,  for  they  lived  a  great  way  to- 
wards the  fun-fetting.  It  is  now,  Sutton  fays,  about  ten  or 
twelve  yeajs  fince  they  went  away. 

He  added,  that  the  Delatvares  obferve  the  feafl  of  firft- 
fruits,  or  the  green-corn  feafl:.     So  far — Sutton. 

f  This  place  is  famous  for  a  battle,  fought  the  laft  war, 
with  the  Indians.  The  enemy  attacked  a  pretty  ftrong  par- 
ty of  Britijh  and  provincial  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Qo\.  Boquet,  having  a  convoy  with  them,  going  to  relieve 
Fort  Piiti  then  invefted  by  the  enemy. 

The  battle  lafted  part  of  one  day,  and  was  renewed  the  next, 
with  great  courage  on  both  fides,  and  uncertain,  till  at  laft 
Col.  Boquet,  by  a  flratagem,  drew  the  enemy  into  an  am- 
bufcade,  and  defeated  them.  Several  of  their  great  men 
were  killed,  and  a  number  of  ours  alfo  were  killed  and 
wounded  :  however,  our  troops  got  to  the  fort,  and  the  e- 
pemy  was  obliged  to  raife  the  feige. 

rived 
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rived  at  Fort  Vitt^  a  little  before  night,  Wc 
immediately  waited  upon  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, Capt.  Murray^  who  received  us  politely, 
and  introduced  us  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Af'  Lagan, 
chaplain  to  the  forty-fecond  regiment,  part  of 
which  are  now  in  garrifon  here. 

6th.  Saturday.  Remained  at  Pittjhurgh^  and 
received  much  civility  from  the  corps  of  ofEcers 
here.  They  invited  us  to  their  table,  and  the 
commanding  officer  ordered  us  a  room  in  t3ie 
fort  while  we  flayed.  Mr.  M'  Lagan,  with 
fome  other  gentlemen  of  the  place,  furniflied  us 
with  blankets  to  fleep  in,  and  fome  other  necdP- 
faries,  fo  that  we  fared  as  well  as  we  could  ex- 
pea. 

7th.  Sabbath.  At  the  invitation  of  Mr.  M* 
Lagan,  preached  in  the  forenoon,  to  the  garri- 
fon in  the  fort,  while  Mr.  Duffield,  at  the  fame 
time,  preached  to  the  people,  who  live  in  fome 
kind  of  a  town  without  the  fort,  to  whom  I  alio 
preached  in  the  afternoon. — The  audience"  were 
very  attentive,  and  much  engaged. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Gibfon,  a  trader  here,  who 
fpeaks  the  Indian  language,  introduced  an  Indian 
to  us,  called  the  White  Mingoe,  the  head  man 
of  his  town.  He  was  one  of  the  fix  nations, 
who  lives  upon  the  AUegh-geny  river,  four  miles 
from  the  fort.     We  opened  to  him  our  defign 

ia 
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in  comihg  to  thefe  parts,  by  Mr.  Gibfon,  at 
which  he  appeared  well  pleafed.  We  appoint- 
ed to  meet  him  and  his  people  at  a  place  on 
this  fide  of  ,the  river,  to-morrow,  in  order  to 
Ipeak  to  them  about  religion. 

8th.  Monday.  Rained  in  the  morning.  We 
heard  the  Mingoe  Indian  did  not  return  home 
to  give  his  people  notice  of  our  coming  to 
vifit  them,  according  to  promife,  and  therefore 
have  n-i  nrofpedt  of  fpeaking  farther  to  him  and 
his  people  about  religion.  Spent  the  forenoon 
in  acquainting  ourfelves  with  the  fituation  and 
difpoiition  of  the  Indians^  as  far  as  we  had  any 
opportunity,  either  from  fuch  of  the  Indians 
themfelves,  who  are  come  here  to  trade,  or  fuch 
as  are  beft  acquainted  with  them  ;  and  upon  the 
whole  we  find  nothing  difcouraging.  * 

9th.  'Tuefday. 

•  In  the  afternoon  we  crofled  the  Mocconghehela  river,  ac- 
companied by  two  gentlemen,  and  went  up  the  hill,  the 
great  hill  oppofite  the  fort,  by  a  very  fteep  and  difficult  af- 
cent,  in  order  to  take  a  view  of  that  part  of  it  more  particu- 
larly from  which  the  garrifon  is  fupplied  with  coals,  which 
is  not  far  from  the  top.  A  fire  being  made  by  the  workmen 
not  far  from  the  place  where  they  dug  the  coal,  and  left 
burning  when  they  went  away,  by  the  fmall  duft  commu- 
nicated itfelf  to  the  body  of  coals,  and  fet  it  on  fire,  and 
has  been  burning  now  almoft  a  twelvemonth  entirely  under 

ground. 
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9tH.  ^uefday.  Having  fought  dlredion  of  hea- 
ven and  the  divine  prefence,  we  refolved  to  at- 
tempt a  journey  to  Kighalampegha^  an  Indian 
town  about  130  miles  from  hence.  This  place 
we  fixed  upon  becaufe  it  was  moft  centra]  to  the 
Other  Indian  towns,  and  becaufe  the  king  or 
head  man  of  the  Delaware  nation  lived  there, 
whom  it  was  neceflary  to  confult  before  we  at- 
tempted any  thing  among  his  people ;  and  alfo 
becaufe  we  were  informed  that  the  Indians  there 
were  conMting  fomething  about  religion.     We 

ground,  for'tlife  fpace  of  twenty  yards  or  more  along  tic 
faQ9  qf  dieiiiU  m  rock,  the  way  the  vein  of  coal  extends, 
the  fmoke  amending  up  thro'  the  chinks  of  the  rocks.  The 
earth  in  fome  places  is  fo  warm,  that  we  could  hardly  bear 
to  ftand  on  it :  At  one  place  where  the  fmoak  came  up  we 
opened  ah  h6le  in  the  earth  till  it  was  fo  hot  as  to  burn  pa- 
per thrown  into'it  :  Thefteam  that  came  out  was  fo  ftrong  of 
fulphur  that  we  could  fcarce  bear  it.  We  found  pieces  of 
matter  there,  fome  of  which  appeared  to  be  fulphur,  other? 
nitre,  and  fome  a  mixture  of  both.  If  their  ilrata  be  large  ia 
this  mountain,  it  may  become  a  volcano.  The  fmoak  arifing 
cut  of  this  place  appears  to  be  much  greater  in  rainy  wea- 
ther tl;an  at  other  times.  The  fire  has  already  undermined 
fome  part  of  the  mountain,  fo  that  great  fragments  of  it, 
and  trees  with  their  roots  are  fallen  down  its  face.  On  the 
top  of  the  mountain  is  a  very  rich  foil,  covered  with  a  fine 
verdure,  and  has  a  very  eafy  flope  on  the  other  fide  that 
which  we  afcended,  (o  that  it  may  be  eafily  cultivated. 
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defired  the  Indians^  who  were  returning  Home 
from  the  fort,  where  they  had  been  trading,  to 
let  their  people  in  their  different  towns  know  of 
our  coming  and  defign,  and  alfo  to  meet  us  at 
their  head  town. 

We  were  much  engaged  this  day  in  preparing 
for  our  journey,  and  received  much  affiftance 
from  the  gentlemen  of  this  place.  Mr.  Gihfon^ 
a  trader  here,  who  was  taken  prifoner  laft  war  by 
the  Indians^  and  was  adopted  into  one  of  their 
chief  families,  and  was  well  refpefled  by  them  ; 
recommended  us  to  one  of  the  chiefs  by  a  fetter 
and  a  firing  of  wampum  beads,  according  to 
their  cuflom  in  fuch  cafes,  and  fent  by  us  fomc 
wampum  as  a  particular  prefent  to  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Duffield  preached  in  the  evening  in  the 
town  to  a  confiderable  congregation,  who  ap- 
peared very  attentive.  From  fome  things  we  ob- 
ferved,  we  have  good  realbn  to  think  our  preach- 
ing here  has  not  been  in  vain  J. 

lOth.  JVednefday\ 

I  Our  Interpreter  Jofeph,  who  has  been  improving  every 
opportunity  in  converfing  with  his  countrymen  the  Indiansy 
about  the  gofpel,  who  are  come  here  to  trade,  met  with  an 
Indian,  who  appeared  to  be  a  fober  man,  and  exprelTed  great 
fatisfaftion  and  pleafure  on  hearing  of  our  going  out  to 
teach  the  Indians  religion.     He  told  Jofeph  that  the  great 

Spirit 
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loth.  Wednefday.  While  we  were  much 
.  engaged  in  preparing  for  our  journey,  a  per- 
fon  came  to  us  under  deep  impreffions,  in- 
quiring what  he  fhould  do  to  be  faved.  After 
fome  converfation  I  gave  him  a  book,  but  he 
befought  me  and  infifted  upon  my  writing  fome- 
thing  fuitable  to  his  cafe,  and  Vv^hat  might  alfo 
be  of  fervice  to  others  of  his  companions,  to 
whom  he  intended  to  (hew  it :  I  complied  with 
his  requeft,  and  wrote  as  much  as  my  time  would 
any  way  admit  of.'* 

Spirit  above,  meaning  God,  had  fpoken  or  told  an  hidicm 
in  his  heart  lafl  fell,  (which  is  about  a  year  ago)  that  this 
fummer  fall,  two  white  men  (fdr  fo  they  diftinguiflied  the 
Englijh)  Ihould  come  and  teach  the  Indians  religion,  and 
he  added,  he  believed  we  were  the  rhen. 

This  morning  he  came  tg  Jofeph's  lodging,  in  order  to 
fee,  and,  I  fuppofe,  to  converfe  farther  with  him.  We 
happening  to  be  there  at  breakfaft,  he  invited  this  Indian, 
who  accordingly  accepted  the  invitation.  Idefired  our  in- 
terpreter, after  breakfaft,  to  let  him  know  the  meaning  of 
afeing  a  bleffing  upon  our  food,  and  returning  thanks  for  it. 
He  replied,  it  was  very  fit  that  the  great  Being  above  fhould 
be  acknowledged  for  his  gooduefs  to  us,  and  that  he  and 
fome  others  did  fo. 

We  heard  that  this  man,  and  about  eighteen  or  nineteen 
mere  Indians,  or  families,  had  feparated  from  the  reft,  and 
lived  in  a  town  by  themfelves,  called  Suka-hung,  in  order 
to  lead  a  more  fober  life,  and  that  there  they  worftiipped 
.God,  fome  way  or  other,  as  well  as  they  knew-  how. 

^  *  E  The 
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The  commanding  officer  whom  we  waited 
upon,  being  ready  to  contribute  every,  thing  in  his 
power  to  forward  our  defigns,  gave  us  a  letter  of 
recommendation,  with  a  ftring  of  wampum,  to 
the  head  men  of  the  Indian  tribes,  inviting  them 
likewife  to  return  to  their  old  towns  up  the 
Alegh-geny  river.  After  a  conllant  fcene  of  hurry, 
we  got  ready  and  fat  off  about  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon,  being  accompanied  down  to  the  river 
fide  by  our  good  friend  Mr.  JV/'  Lagan^  and  feveral 
other  gentlem.en,  who  have  fhewn  us  much  kind- 
nefs,  and  were  greatly  affifling  to  us.  We 
croffed  the  Alegh-geny  river  in  a  canoe,  fwimming 
our  horfes  along  fide  of  it.  We  then  proceeded 
en  cur  journey  down  the  river  Ohio  about  five 
mJIes,  haviiig  on  our  right  hand  a  high  hill,  and 
encamped  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  about  eight 
or  nine  o'clock,  where  we  had  plenty  of  herbage 
for  our  horfes, — the  night  cloudy  and  dark. 

I  ith.  Thurfday.  Sat  out  in  the  morning,  the 
weather  dull  and  gloomy,  and  after  travelling 
nine  or  ten  miles,  mofl  part  along  the  river  fide, 
we  came  to  an  old  Indian  town  now  deferted, 
called  by  the  traders  Log-Town^  fituated  on  a 
fine  rich  high  bank,  covered  with  fine  grafs, 
commanding  a  moft  beautiful  profpeft  both  up 
and  down  the  river  Ohio.  We  halted  about 
noon  to  let  our  horfes  ittd.y  then  proceeded  to 

•r   *^  Great 
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Great  Beaver  creek  about  ten  miles,  which  we 
croffed,  and  made  up  our  fire  on  the  rich  high 
bank  on  the  weft  fide,  which  afforded  our  horfes 
exceeding  good  pafture,  equal  to  a  meadow.  — * 
In  the  night  there  fell  a  heavy  rain,  which  wet- 
ted us  much,  notwitftanding  all  our  efforts  to 
fcreen  ourfeives*. 

1 2th.  Friday.  This  morning  dark  and  heavy, 
with  fmall  rain — our  cloaths  being  wetted  laft 
night,  made  our  condition  not  very  comfortable. 
The  clouds,  after  fome  tim.e,  beginning  to  break, 
we  fat  out,  but  were  obliged  to  travel  flow,  the 
road,  in  many  places,  being  hilly  and  all  the  way 
flippery,  from  the  rain  that  fell  lafl  night,  and 
to-day — in  the  forenoon  we  had  feveral  fhowers, 
in  the  hardeft  of  which  we  endeavoured  to  Ihel- 
ter  ourfeives  under  the  trees, 

*  Here  the  Indians  had  once  a  corifiderable  town,  but  de- 
ferted  it  the  laft  war,  in  order  to  get  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  Englijh. 

The  fituation  is  very  pleafant,  the  land  being  rich  and 
level  for  a  confiderable  way  upon  this  rivef ,  encompafied  at 
a  diftance  by  a  rifing  ground,  or  fmall  hill.  A  great  part 
of  this  land  that  had  been  cleared,  is  now  grown  up  again 
with  fmall  brufh,  or  under-wood.  The  land  we  paffed  o-^ 
ver  yefterday  and  to-day,  appears,  in  general,  to  be  ftrong 
and  good.  The  low  land  on  the  Ohiot  and  on  the  fmall 
rivers  that  empty  into  it,  is  very  rich,  and  abounds  with 
walnut  timber. 

E  2  After 
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After  travelling  about  twelve  miles,  we  came 
to  the  fecond  Beaver  river,  which  we  crofled, 
and  proceeded  fix  miles  farther  to  the  third  Bea- 
ver river,  where  we  encamped,  having  but  poor 
food  for  our  horfes  :  however,  we  were  obliged 
to  put  up  with  it,  not  being  able  to  reach  any 
better  place. 

Jofeph,  our  interpreter,  who  went  on  before  us 
this  morning,  in  order  to  hunt  for  us,  returned 
without  any  thing,  fo  that  we  had  poor  living  for 
ourfelves  as  well  as  horfes :  however,  we  had 
fome  bread,  for  which  we  had  reafon  to  be 
thankful.  There  fell  fome  rain  in  the  night, 
but  not  fo  much  as  to  wet  us  through  our  fence 
which  we  had  fet  up  at  our  backs. 

13th.  Saturday.  The  morning  cloudy;'  we 
fat  out,  but  had  not  travelled  far  before  a  heavy 
fliower,  from  the  north- weft,  came  upon  us, 
from  which  we  fheltered  ourfelves  as  well  as  we 
could  under  trees,  as  there  was  no  thunder. — 
The  weather  clearing  up  after  fome  time,  we 
proceeded,  and  travelled  to-day,  as  near  as  we 
could  conjedure,  about  fixteen  or  feventeen 
miles.  We  halted  upon  a  rifing  ground,  and 
kindled  up  a  fire,  having  a  fmall  fpring  of  water 
on  one  fide  in  a  valley. 

14th.  ^Math> 
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1 4th.  Sahhath.  We  relied,  and  kept  the  fab- 
bath  as  well  as  v*^e  could  -,  and,  from  a  fuppofi- 
tion  that  this  was  the  firii:  fabbath  ever  kept  in 
this  wildernefs,  we  gave  the  place  the  name  of 
Sabbath-ridge.  It  grew  very  dark  and  heavy  to- 
wards evening.  A  number  of  Indians  that  live 
in  Tufialazva^  being  on  their  return  from  Fort 
Pitt,  where  they  had  been  trading,  came  up  to 
us  a  little  before  night,  having  about  an  hun- 
dred gallons  of  rum  v/ith  them.  They  wonder- 
ed we  did  not  travel  that  day — v/e  told  themi 
the  reafon.  They  encamped  by  us.  Their  head 
man  feemed  very  referved  and  diilant — we,  how- 
ever, made  ourfelves  as  agreeable  to  him  as  we 
could.  We  took  notice  of  fome  of  them,  par- 
ticularly thofe  who  were  fick — we  made  fome 
tea,  and  fent  it  them,  and  a  piece  of  cheefe,  (the 
iaft  we  had)  with  which  they  were  pleafed. 

Our  interpreter  converfed  with  the  head  man, 
and  fome  others  of  them  that  came  to  fit  awhile 
with  us  at  our  fire.  A  very  heavy  rain  came 
on  in  the  night,  which  wetted  us,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  precaution  we  had  taken  to  guard  againft 
it.  The  heavinefs  of  the  rain  drove  one  of  the 
Indians  to  take  fhelter  under  our  fence,  to  which 
we  made  him  welcome.  Sleeped  and  waked  the 
night  away  as  well  as  we  could. 

15th.  Monday. 
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15th.  Monday.  The  rain  continued  the  fore- 
noon, fo  that  we  began  to  give  up  hopes  of  be- 
ing able  to  travel  to-day. 

We  vifited  the  Indians  who  were  fick,  expe6t- 
ing  to  find  them  very  bad,  as  they  had  been 
expofed  to  fuch  a  heavy  rain  -,  yet,  to  my  fur- 
prile,  I  found  a  woman  who  appeared  to  be  the 
worfl  laft  night,  fitting  up  preparing  fome  corn 
for  breakfaft,  for  the  family.  As  they  had  no 
meat,  two  or  three  of  the  men  went  out  to  hunt 
in  the  morning,  but  returned  without  killing 
any  thing,  which  was  a  difappointment  to  us 
as  well  as  them,  for  we  expedted  to  have  bought 
fome  venifon  of  them. 

The  weather  clearing  up,  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  we  decamped,  and  fat  out  in 
company  with  the  Indians.  Our  interpreter,  a 
little  before  night,  went  oft'  from  us  on  one  fide 
of  the  road,  to  look  for  a  deer,  as  we  wanted 
meat ;  while  we  proceeded  with  the  Indians,  a- 
bout  eight  miles  further,  when  we  ftopt,  and 
made  up  a  fire  on  a  branch  of  Tujkalawa 
river. 

As  our  interpreter  did  not  come  up  with  us 
before  dark,  it  gave  us  fome  anxiety,  left  he 
fhould  have  mifled  his  way,  and  fo  have  been 
loft  in  this  vaft  wildernefs,  or  have  met  with 
fome  unfavourable  accident,  fo  that  we  left  ear- 
in  S^ 
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ing  for  the  venifon,   out  of  a  greater  care  for 
him. 

When  I  was  juft  about  lying  down,  without 
fupper,  our  interpreter  appeared  with  a  young 
deer  on  his  back,  to  our  no  fmall  joy.  We 
immediately  divided  the  meat  among  the  Indians, 
who  were  feparated  into  three  parties.  AA^e  gave 
to  each  party  a  quarter,  and  referved  the  other 
to  our  own  ufe.  This  fupply  came  feafonable  to 
them  as  well  as  ourfelves. 

1 6th.  Tuefday.  Vifited  the  Indians,  our  fel- 
low travellers,  this  morning  -,  who,  after  fomc 
free  converfation  about  fome  affairs,  refpeding 
religion,  began  to  be  iPiOre  open  and  affable, 
efpecially  their  chief  man,  whofe  referved nefs 
and  diftance  hitherto,  I  underftood,  was  owing 
to  a  miftake,  for  he  took  us  to  be  Moravians : 
for,  whatever  influence  thefe  people  have  had  hi- 
therto on  thefe  favages,  yet  their  conduct,  (it 
feems,  of  late)  has  been  fuch,  as  to  have  given 
them  great  umbrage. 

As  foon  as  the  Indians  had  got  up  their 
horfes,  we  fat  out  in  company  with  them.  We 
crofled  feveral  branches,  and  one  river  much 
larger  than  the  reft,  which  were  all  much  fwel- 
Jed  by  the  late  heavy  rains  ;  and,  having  paffed 
over  two  or  three  Savannahs,  or  plains,  (fome  of 
which  are  two  or  three  miles  broad)  we  arrived 

at 
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at  Tujkalawa  town,  a  little  before  night,  having 
travelled  to-day  about  twenty  miles. 

Our  fellow  traveller,  the  head  man  of  this 
town,  who  was  now  become  very  friendly,  in- 
vited us  to  tarry  at  his  houfe.  We  accepted  the 
favour,  and  were  treated  with  a  great  deal  of 
refpe<5t  by  him  and  his  family,  in  their  way.- 
They  brought  us  fome  green  corn  in  the  hulk, 
and  cucumbers,  (the  fame  they  themfelves  liv- 
ed on;  which  we  thankfully  received.  —  We 
roafted  fome  of  the  corn,  and  eat  the  cucumber 
without  fait  or  any  thing,  which  would  not  have 
been  very  agreeable  at  another  time.  As-  we 
had  faved  a  little  piece  of  veniibn  left  laft  night, 
we  made  fome  broth  in  the  evening,  and  gave 
part  to  our  hoft  and  his  family. 

17th.  Wednefday.  Part  of  the  family  and 
fome  other  Indians^  being  prefent  this  morning 
at  worlhip,  v^e  defired  our  interpreter,  after 
prayer,  to  explain  it,  and  let  them  know,  par- 
ticularly, that  we  had  prayed,  and  would  pray 
to  the  great  Spirit  above  for  them,  at  which 
they  appeared  to  be  pleafed.  We  took  leave 
of  our  kind  hoft,  Apa-ma-legh-on^  who  fent  a 
young  man  to  bring  us  feven  or  eight  miles  on 
our  way. 


In 
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In  palTing  through  the  lower  part  of  this  town, 
we  obferved  Indians  drinking,  and  fome  drunk, 
with  the  rum  they  had  lately  brought  from  Fort 
Pitt.  In  thefe  circumftances  they  generally 
appear  terrible,  and  behave  like  mad  men :  it 
is  therefore  very  dangerous  for  white  people  to 
be  with  or  near  them  at  that  time;  however, 
we  paired  by  unmolefted,  and  croifcd  the  weft 
branch  of  ^ufialazva  river,  at  the  fording-place 
a  little  below  the  town,  where  it  is  about  one 
hundred  yards  wide. 

We  travelled  about  ten  miles  weft,  near  to  a 
fmall  river,  called  Morgerit  creek  :  we  followed 
the  courfe  of  that  river,  which  is  near  fouth, 
about  five  or  fix  miles,  then  croffed  where  it  is 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  wide.  Proceeding  a- 
bout  a  mile  farther,  we  encamped  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  Mujkingham.,  which  appears  to  be  near 
one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards 
broad*. 


*  This  country  appears  to  abound  with  favannahs  or 
plains,  with  little  or  no  wood  growing  on  them,  and  the 
farther  weilward  the  larger  they  appear  to  be.  We  pafTed 
over  one  to-day,  that  does  not  appear  to  be  lefs  than  three 
Or  four  miles  in  extent,  to  which  we  gave  the  name  oi  Squir- 
rel plain,  from  our  having  chafed  a  fquirrel  on  It,  which  at 
length  we  took,  and  it  came  in  good  feafon  to  make  us 
fome  foop. 


F  i8th.  thurfday. 
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l8th.  'Thurfday.  We  fat  out  early  this  morn- 
ing, intending,  if  pofTible,  to  reach  the  Indian 
town  we  propofed  to  vifit  before  night.  We 
travelled  therefore,  without  halting,  through 
cxceflive  bad  ways  ;  the  moft  part  being  nothing 
but  fwamps,  or  low  wet  ground,  thickets,  and 
deep  gutters,  for  eighteen  or  twenty  miles,  till 
we  came  near  the  town,  our  courfe  hitherto  be- 
ing chiefly  fouth,  inclining  fometimes  to  the  eaft 
and  fometimes  to  the  weft. 

We  at  laft  came  in  fight  of  the  town,  about 
thr€e  of  the  clock,  ourfelves  and  horfes  being 
much  fatigued,  we  were  very  glad  to  have  reach- 
ed the  place  we  had  fo  long  looked  for,  and,  I 
truft,  thankful  to  that  gracious  God,  who  had 
hitherto  preferved  and  condu6ted  us.  We  en- 
tered the  town  on  one  fide,  and  at  the  firil:  houfe 
to  which  we  were  providentially  direfted,  lived 
a  widow  woman,  a  near  relation  of  our  interpre- 
ter's, whom  he  had  not  feen  for  many  years,  nor 
did  he  know  where  fhe  lived.  They  both  feem- 
ed  very  agreeably  furprifed  on  feeing  each  o- 
ther  fo  unexpefledly,  and  we  could  not  help 
looking  upon  this  event  as  a  token  for  good. 
The  woman  very  kindly  invited  us  to  tarry  with 
her,  and  we  accepted  of  her  kindnefs.  She 
prefently  made  ready  fome  venifon,  and  baked 
cakes  under  the  afhes,  in  their  way,  and  fat  be- 
fore 
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fore  us,  which  came  very  feafonable  and  accep- 
table. 

As  foon  as  our  arrival  in  town  was  known,  a 
number  of  the  principal  men  came  to  fee  us, 
and  took  us  by  the  hand,  to  whom  our  arrival 
here,  fo  far  as  we  could  judge,  appeared  to  be 
very  acceptable. 

After  fome  converfation,  we  opened  to  them 
the  defign  of  our  coming  amongthem,  and  fent 
word  to  Net  at -whel-man,  the  king  and  head  of  the 
Delaware  nation,  or  tribes,  that  we  fhould  be 
glad  to  know  when  we  might  wait  upon  him,  in 
order  to  make  him  acquainted  with  our  mifTion, 
and  deliver  our  meffage. 

We  had  a  little  hut  affigned  us  by  our  land- 
lady, in  which  to  put  our  things,  and  were  fur- 
nifhed  with  fome  deer  fkins,  thrown  on  the  floor 
to  fleep  on,  which  was  a  much  better  way  of 
lodging  than  we  had  hitherto  found  on  our  jour- 
ney. 

19th.  Friday.  We  underftood,  that  to-day, 
about  one  of  the  clock,  we  lliould  have  audi- 
ence of  his  majefty,  we  therefore  prepared  for  it 
as  well  as  we  could.  One  of  the  old  Sachems 
accordingly  was  fent  to  inform  us,  that  the  king 
and  his  council  were  ready  to  receive  us,  and 
F  2  hear 
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hear  what  we  had  to  fay. — We  went  according- 
ly to  the  council  houle*. 

As  foon  as  we  entered,  the  king  rofe  from  his 
feat,  (which  is  not  ufual  for  him,  or  any  of  their 
great  men  to  do,  to  any  perfon  that  comes  to 
fee  them)  took  us  by  the  hand,  and  gave  thanks 
to  the  great  Being  above,  the  creator  and  pre- 
ferver  of  all,  that  we  had  opportunity  of  feeing 
each  other  in  the  wildernefs,  and  appeared  very 
glad  and  rejoiced  on  the  occafion.  We  were 
then  conducted  to  a  feat  near  his  majefty  •,  the 
council  fat  fome  of  them  near  him  on  the  fame 
platform,  and  others  on  the  oppofite  fide.  Af- 
ter fitting  awhile,  according  to  their  cuftom  on 
the  like  occafions,  I  rofe  up,  and  delivered  our 
fpeech,  by  the  interpreter  Jofeph ;  then  fat  down, 

*  This  houfe  is  a  long  building,  with  two  fires  in  it,  at 
a  proper  diftance  from  each  other,  without  any  chimney  or 
partition.  The  entry  into  it  is  by  two  doors,  one  at  each 
end.  Over  the  door  a  turtle  was  drawn,  which  is  the 
enfign  of  their  particular  tribe.  On  each  door-poft  was 
cut  out  the  face  of  a  grave  old  man,  an  emblem,  I  fuppofe, 
of  that  gravity  and  wifdom  that  every  fenator  there  ought 
to  be  poffe/Ted  of.  On  each  fide,  the  whole  length  of  the 
houfe,  within,  is  a  platform,  or  bed,  five  feet  wide,  raifed 
above  the  floor  one  foot  and  a  half,  made  of  broad  fplit 
pieces  of  wood,  which  ferves  equally  for  a  bed,  on  which 
to  fleep,  and  a  place,  on  which  to  fit  down,  It  is  covered 
with  an  handfome  matt,  made  of  rufhes,  near  the  end  of 
which  the  king  fat, 

all 
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all  being  filent  for  fome  minutef?,  and  then  after 
fome  converfation,  not  at  all  relating  to  our 
Ipeech ;   we  withdrew. 

It  is  an  invariable  rule  with  the  kings  and 
councils  of  the  Indians,  when  they  receive  an 
addrefs,  not  immediately  to  return  an  anfwer  to 
it,  but  to  take  time  for  mature  deliberation, 
and  referve  their  reply  to  fome  future  feafon. 

The  fubftance  of  what  we  delivered  to  the 
king  and  council  is  as  follows :  "  Firft,  a  mef- 
"  fage  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort 
"  Pitt,  informing  them  that  their  fathers,  the 
"  Englijh,  concerned  for  them,  and  pitying  their 
*'  ftate  of  ignorance,  fent  now  two  miniflers  to 
"  afk  them,  whether  they  would  embrace  the 
«  chriflian  religion,  that  they  might  fee  clear- 
*'  ly,  as  we  do,  and  that  the  evil  fpirit  might 
"  not  tempt  them  any  more  to  what  is  wrono-. 
«'  That  he  expec1:ed  they  would  treat  thefe  men, 
"  fent  to  them  on  fuch  a  good  errand,  well; 
*'  and  fend  their. young  men  to  hunt  for  them, 
*'  and  bring  them  back  fafe  to  the  fort ;  and, 
««  that  he  wifhed  they  would  put  in  execution 
"  what  their  agent  and  he,  at  the  laft  treaty, 
*'  had  invited  them  to  do ;  namely,  to  return 
*'  back  to  their  old  towns,  and  there  live,  that 
\^  they  might  be  nearer  their  brethren,  x}s\t  Eng^ 
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"  lijijy  who  might  more  eaGly  fend  miniflers  to 
"  teach  them. 

"  To  the  above  we  added,  that  in  order  to  ex- 
"  plain  this  matter  more  fully,  and  give  them  an 
*'  undoubted  proof  of  our  fmcerity,  in  defiring 
"  their  welfare,  we  were  farther  to  inform  them, 
"  that  lome  years  ago,  our  Great  Council  (for  fo 
*'  we  called  our  fynod)  who  met  from  different 
"  provinces,  once  a  year,  to  conftilt  about  religi- 
"  on  :  did  appoint  two  of  their  number  to  come 
"  out  to  fpeak  to  tliem  about  the  great  things 
"  of  religion  *  ;  but  that  the  war  breaking  out, 
*'  flopped  up  the  path,  and  thereby  prevented 
"  their  coming,  for  which  we  were  very  forry, 
"  and  therefore  prayed  earnellly  to  the  great 
"  God^  that  the  war,  fo  hurtful  to  them  and 
*'  us,  might  come  to  an  end,  and  peace  again 

*  Referring  to  Mr.  John  Brainerd  and  myfelf,  who  were 
appointed  by  the  fynod  to  vifit  them  ;  but  as  we  were  pre- 
paring for  our  journey,  the  laft  war  broke  out. 

Had  we  been  among  the  Indians  at»that  junfture,  we  had 
probably  fnfFered  either  death  or  captivity  ;  and  therefore  it 
appears  a  very  kind  interpofition  of  Providence,  that  we 
were  not  fet  out  upon  our  miffion. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Brainerd  is  a  miffionary  from  the  fociety 
for  propagating  chriftian  knowledge  in  Scotland,  and  is 
now  paftor  to  a  congregation  of  chriftian  Indians  in  NeiV' 

«  be 
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^*  be  rellored.  That  now  the  greal  God  had 
**  granted  our  requeft, 

"  Our  great  council,  therefore,  again,  at  their 
"  laft  meeting,  thought  of  their  poor  brethren 
"  the  Indians^  who  were  fitting  in  darknefs,  and 
"  appointed  us  to  come  out  to  our  brethren, 
"  and  to  take  you  by  the  hand,  and  fpeak  to 
"  you  about  the  things  of  God  -,  and  afk  you 
"  whether  you  would  be  willing  to  receive  the 
"  chriftian  religion,  and  to  have  fome  miniflers 
"  lent  among  you,  to  inftrud  you  in  the  gofpcl, 
*'  that  v/e  might  all  ferve  the  fame  greai  Gody 
"  and  become  firmly  joined  together  as  onepeo- 
"  pie ;  that  fo  all  anger  and  llrangenefs  of  mind, 
*'  might  be  for  ever  done  away  -,  and  that  we 
"  might  be  happy  together  here^  and  for  ever 
"  happy  hereafter :  and  that,  if  it  fhall  be  a- 
"  greeable  to  you,  our  brethren,  we  Ihould  be 
*'  glad  you  would  return  to  your  old  towns, 
'•  that  we  might  be  near  you,  and  fo  have  fre- 
"  quent  opportunities  of  fpeaking  to  you  about 
"  the  great  things  of  the  gofpel.  "  —  We  then 
gave  them  a  firing  of  wampum,  according  to 
their  cuilom. 

In  the  evening  'Tepifs-cow-a-hang^  and  his  fifter, 
both  advanced  in  years,  came  to  our  houle, 
who  both  had  formerly  been  in  New-Jerfey,  at 
the  time  of  the  revival  of  religion  among  the 

Indians 
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Indians  there,  and  had  received  ibme  good  iirt* 
prefTions  under  the  miniilry  of  Mr.  David 
Brainerd.  They  went  afterwards  among  the 
Moravians,  and  were  baptized  by  fome  of  their 
teachers:  however,  for  fome  time  paft,  they 
feemed  to  have  loft  what  impreflions  of  reli- 
gion they  had. — They  defired  us  to  talk  to  them 
about  religion,  which  I  did  fome  time,  by  the 
interpreter,  particularly  concerning  backfliding ; 
and  pointed  out  to  them,  in  the  plaineft  manner 
I  could,  how  they  fhould  come  to  God  again» 
through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  I  then  prayed 
with  them.  They  were  both  very  much  afFed- 
cd,  and  took  leave  of  us,  very  affedlionatcly, 
with  tears  running  down  their  cheeks. 

20th.  Saturday.  Five  of  the  principal  men 
came  to  our  hut,  about  two  o*clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon ;  and,  after  fitting  awhile,  according 
to  their  ufual  cuftom,  before  they  deliver  any 
meflage,  they  returned  our  ftring  of  wampum, 
faying  they  could  not  underftand  it.  We  readi- 
ly apprehended  their  meaning,  fo  far  as  this, 
that  they  could  not,  confiftently,-  or  did  not 
chufe  to  receive  it,  Vvhich  made  us  begin  to  fuf- 
ped  matters  to  be  taking  a  more  unfavourable 
turn  than  we  afterwards  found  there  was  any  real 
reafon  for.  However,  be  their  defign  what  it 
would,  knowing  that  the  hearts  of  all  men  are 

in 
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ill  the  hands  of  God,   we  kept  a  good  coun- 
tenance, determined  to  do  the  beft  we  could  as 
to  our  mifTion. 

We  then  told  them,  we  were  forry  they  had 
not  underftood,  and  v;ould  again  explain  it, 
which  we  did  accordingly,  giving  them  back 
the  firing  of  v/ampum,  which  they  held  in  their 
hand  a  little  while,  and  again  returned  it,  fay- 
ing, "  their  great  man,  meaning  their  king^ 
"  could  not  underlland  it,  "  whereupon  we 
put  it  up.  At  the  fame  time  they  told  us,  we 
muft  not  be  difcouraged,  and  then  taking  out 
a  firing  of  wampum,  of  two  fmgle  threads  and 
one  double  one,  they  proceeded  to  fpeak  on  the 
two  fmgle  firings,  one  of  which  was  v:hite^  the 
other  a  mixture  of  black  and  'ujhite^  and  told  us 
as  follows : 

*'  Our  dear  brothers,  VxHiat  you  have  faid, 
"  we  are  very  well  pleafed  with,  as  far  as  we  can 
"  underfland  it. — But,  dear  brothers,  when 
*'  William  Johnfon  fpake  with  us,  fome  time 
"  ago,  and  made  a  peace,  which  is  to  be  flrong 
"  and  for  ever,  he  told  us,  we  mufl  not  regard 
"  what  any  other  might  fay  to  us.  That  though 
*'  a  great  many  people,  all  round  about,  might 
"  be  fpeaking  a  great  many  things  ;  yet  we 
"  mufl  look  upon  ail  thefe  things  only,  as  when 
*'  a  dog  (I'eeps,  and  he  dreams  of  fomething, 
G  "  or 
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"  or  fomething  dlflurbs  him,  and  he  riles  haftily 
"  and  gives  a  bark  or  two,  but  does  not  know 
"  any  thing,  or  any  proper  reafon  why  he  barks 
"  — and  jufl:  fo  the  people  all  round,  that  may 
"  be  faying,  fome,  one  thing,  and  fome,  ano- 
•'  ther,  are  to  be  no  more  regarded,  and  there- 
"  fore,  they  cannot  underfland,  or  hear  any  in 
"  any  other  way  *. 

On  the  double  firing  they  faid, 

"Dear  brothers.  Some  time  ago,  George 
♦'  Croghon  fpake  to  us,  that  no  other  were  to  be 
*'  regarded  ;  but  that,  as  William  Johnfon^  and 
"  he,   Ihould  fay,  fo  we  fhould  do." 

*  The  Indians  make  great  ufe  of  fimilies,  particularly, 
in  their  public  treaties,  and  fome  of  them  very  apt  and 
ftriking,  though  they  may  appear  uncouth  to  fuch  as  do 
not  underfland  their  language  and  cufloms.  Sir  Williarn 
John/on,  who  perfeftly  underflands  their  genius  and  cuf- 
toms,  took  this  fimile,  it  is  likely,  from  them,  as  moft  fit 
to  anfwer  his  purpofe,  i;/^.  To  guard  them  againll  holding 
treaties  with  other  nations,  or  private  perfons,  that  might 
be  tampering  with  them. 

We  began  now  to  underfland,  that  the  reafon  of  their 
returning  our  firing  of  wampum,  and  refufing  to  treat  with 
us  in  that  form,  was,  that  they  looked  upon  ic  as  inconfif- 
tent  with  the  treaty  of  peace  they  had  entered  into  with 
Sir  William  John/on,  or,  lefl  it  fliould  give  umbrage  to 
him  ;  they  not  underflanding  the  difference  of  treating  with 
them  about  civil,  and  about  religious  affairs.  This  dif- 
ference we  took  pains  to  explain  to  them  afterwards. 

They 
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They  then  brought  out,  and  fhewed  us  a  large 
belt  of  wampum,  of  friendiliip,  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnfon  gave  them. 

This  belt,  they  told  us*,  he  held  by  one 
end,  and  they  by  the  other ;,  that  when  they 
had  any  thing  to  fay,  they  muft  go  along  that 
path  (meaning  the  white  Itreak  on  the  belt)  to 
him ;  and  that,  when  he  had  any  thing  to  fay  to 
them,  he  muft  come  to  that  council-fire,  (refer- 
ring to  the  diamond  in  the  middle  of  the  belt) 
and  there  fpeak  to  them. 

To  this  they  added — They  believed  there  was 
a  great  God  above,  and  defired  to  ferve  him  in 
the  beft  manner  they  could,  and  they  thought 
of  him  at  their  rifmg  up,  and  their  laying  down, 
and  hoped  he  would  look  upon  them,  and  be 
kind  to  them,  and  do  them  good. 

*  Belts  of  wampum,  given  on  fuch  occafions,  as  folemn 
pledges  or  ratifications  of  the  Treaty,  have  fome  emblem 
or  reprefentation  of  the  nature  of  fuch  Treaty,  in  order, 
it  is  like,  the  better  to  keep  them  in  mind  of  it. 

On  each  edge  of  this,  given  to  them  by  Sir  William, 
were  feveral  rows  of  black  wampum  ;  and  in  the  middle, 
feveral  rows  of  white  wampum,  running  parallel  with  the 
black  ;  the  white  ftreak  between,  they  called  the  path  from 
them  to  him,  and  him  to  them.  In  the  middle  of  the  belt 
was  the  figure  of  a  diamond,  made  of  white  wampum., 
which  they  called  the  council-fire. 

G  2  After 
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After  a  little  paufe,  fome  converfatlon  enfued, 
wherein  they  told  us,  we  mull  not  at  all  be  dif- 
couraged  by  any  thing  that  had  pafftd  in  the 
bufinels  we  came  upon,  but  wait  with  patience. 
We  r.'plicd  we  were  not  difcouraged,  as  we  faw 
the  propiety  of  what  ihey  faid,  and  defired  they 
would  confult,  and  let  us  know  whether  it  would 
be  agreeable  that  we  lliould  fpeak  to  them  about 
religion,  on  the  morrow,  which  was  the  Sahhath. 
They  then  withdrew. 

About  four  o'clock,  two  of  the  council  re^ 
turned,  and  gave  our  interpreter,  Jofeph,  a  belt 
of  wampum,  with  a  fpeech  ;  the  purport  of 
which,  was  to  invite  the  chriflian  Indians  in  New- 
Jerfey^  under  the  care  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Johz 
Braintrd,  to  come  to  ^i-a-ha-ga,  a  town  the 
king  and  fome  of  his  people  here  had  lived  in, 
about  feventy  miles  north-weft  of  this  place, 
where,  as  they  fiid,  there  was  good  hunting, 
and  where  they  might  have  a  Minijler  with  them, 
and  all  the  Indians^  who  defired  to  hear  the 
gofpel,  as  they  gave  us  to  underftand  there  was 
a  number  of  fuch,  might  then  go  and  fettle  with 
them. 

This  propofal  fhewed  the  good  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Indians  to  the  reception  of  the 
gofpel  among  them,  as  all  Indians  from  every 
(quarter,  who  might  be  defirous  to  be  inftrufled 

in 
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in  chriftianity,  would  have  a  town  moft  conve- 
niently fituated,  to  which  they  might  repair  for 
that  pnrpofe.  It  appeared  to  be  a  kind  and 
excellent  provifion  for  the  free  enjoyment  of  a 
gofpel-minifter,  in  cafe  fome  of  their  great  men 
Ihould  themfelves  rejedl  and  difcountenance  the 
preaching  of  it  in  the  towns  where  they  re- 
fided. 

Thefe  men  alfo  told  us,  in  anfwer  to  our  re- 
queft,  that  they  would  gladly  hear  us  to-mor- 
row, and  be  well  pleafed  that  their  people  would 
attend,  again  repeating  to  us,  that  we  fhould 
not  be  difcouraged.  After  fome  free  converfa- 
tion,  wherein  they  appeared  very  agreeable  and 
chearful,  they  invited  us  to  vifit  any  of  them 
in  their  houfes  in  town,  either  now,  or  at  any 
other  time  we  Ihould  think  proper. 

We  told  them,  we  fhould  be  glad  if  to-mor- 
row was  obferved  as  a  day  of  reft  among  them ; 
and  that  we  Ihould  have  fomething  more  to 
fay  to  them  before  we  took  our  leave.  Taking 
us  by  the  hand,  a  mark  of  their  refpeft,  they 
withdrev/. 

We  confidered  matters  over  this  evenins;, 
and  endeavoured  to  commit  the  affair  to  God, 
and  look  to  him  for  diredion  and  afTiftance. 

2 ill.  Sdhhaik 
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11^.  Sahhath.  T\i\s  morning*  Samuel^  other- 
wife,  'Tepif  rc-iv-a-h^Jig^  who  is  one  of  the  chief 
men  of  the  council,  went  to  all  the  houfes  in 
the  town,  to  give  them  notice,  that  we  were  to 
fpeak  to  them  to-day,  at  the  council  houfe,  a- 
bout  religion. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  or  a  little  after,  one  of  the 
council  came  to  our  hut,  in  order  to  conduct 
us  to  the  Council  Hcufe^  where  his  majefly  lives. 
A  confiderable  number  both  of  men  and  wo- 
men attended. 

I  began  divine  worfhip  by  finging  part  of  a 
pfalm,  having  previoufly  explained  the  general 
drift  and  meaning  of  it  to  them.  (Pfalmody, 
by  the  way,  is  exceeding  pleafing  to  the  In- 
dians) I  then  prayed,  and  the  interpreter  re- 
peated my  prayer  to  them   in  their  own  lan- 


*  This  morning,  being  retired  to  the  woods,  I  was  at 
fome  lofs  how  to  fpeak  to  thefe  benighted  heathens,  who 
had  never  yet  heard  a  fermon.  After  looking  to  God  for 
direftion,  I  conildered  the  praftice  of  the  infpired  apoftle, 
Paul,  the  great  doftor  of  the  gentiles,  who  preached 
Chriit  immediately  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  Je^jus.  I 
refolved  to  follow  his  example,  as  it  was  in  this  way  of 
preaching  the  blefling  of  fuccefs  was  to  be  expeded. 

I  then 


[    55    ] 

I  then  preached  to  them  from  the  parable  of  the 
prodigal  fon,  Luke,  xv.  1 1.  By  way  of  introduc- 
tion, I  gave  fome  fhort  account  of  man's  primitive 
happy  ftate — then  of  his  fail — how  all  mankind 
were  concerned  therein,  and  affeded  by  it — 
and  that,  this  the  bible  taught  us,  and  fad  ex- 
perience and  obfervation  abundantly  confirmed. 
I  then  illuftrated  our  fad  condition,  particularly 
by  the  prodigal  fon,  and  fhewed  what  hopes  of 
mercy  and  encouragement  there  were  for  us  to 
return  to  God,  the  father,  through  Chrift,  from 
the  flriking  example  before  them,  delivering  fo 
much  at  a  time  as  the  interpreter  could  well  re- 
tain and  deliver  exa<5lly  again,  making  things  as 
plain  as  poffible,  ufmg  fuch  fimilies  as  they  were 
well  acquainted  with,  in  order  to  convey  a  more 
clear  idea  of  the  truth  to  their  minds.  There 
was  a  clofe  attention  paid  by  moil  of  the  audi- 
ence to  the  truths  that  were  delivered,  not  only 
as  they  might  appear  to  them,  new  and  llriking, 
as  I  hoped,  but  as  matters  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance, and  infinitely  interefting.  Som.e,  more 
efpecially  the  women,  feemed  really  to  lay  things 
to  heart. 

After  fermon  w^as  over,  we  fat  a-while  with 
them.  We  then  propofed  to  fpeak  to  them  a- 
gain  in  the  afternoon,  if  it  was  agreeable.  We 
were  told  it  would.     We  then  withdrew. 

About 
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About  three  o'clock,  the  Ki>!g  was  np  iri 
town,  and  told  us,  he  would  have  his  people  to- 
gether as  foon  as  he  went  home,  and  would  then 
fend  us  word.  Accordingly  a  mefienger  was 
fent  to  us  for  that  purpofe  in  a  little  time  after, 
with  whom  we  went  to  the  place  of  meeting, 
where  Mr.  Buffield  preached  from  1  Cor.  xv. 
22.  giving  juft  a  plain  narration  how  all  became 
dead  in  Adam ;  and  how  all  true  believers  were 
made  alive,  and  entitled  to  life  eternal  in  and 
through  Chrift. 

The  people  appeared  to  be  much  engaged, 
and  well  pleafed  with  the  word,  as  though  they 
defired  truly  to  know  thefe  things,  and  we  have 
great  reafon  to  hope,  there  have  been  fome  good 
imprefiions  ma.de  on  their  minds  to  day  —  fome 
of  them  appeared  very  folemn  and  affeded. 
After  fermon  we  fat  a-while,  according  to  their 
cuftom  after  delivering  any  fpeech,  and  then  re- 
turned to  our  hut. 

Our  interpreter,  who  tarried  a-while  after  us, 
among  them,  at  his  return,  told  us,  that  all  their 
leading  men,  and  efpecially  the  King^  defired 
we  would  fpeak  to  them  again  on  the  morrow, 
which  meifage  we  received  joyfully,  and  would 
blefs  God  for  any  hope  of  fuccefs. 

This  day,  till  after  evening  fermon,  as  far  a$ 
we  could  obferve,  had  fo  much  the  appearance 

of 
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of  a  fabbath  in  this  town,  that  it  truly  furprifed 
us,  and  made  us  thankful  to  God  for  fuch  a  fa- 
vour •,  fcarce  any  noife  being  to  be  heard  in  the 
place,  except  the  women  pouncing  corn  for 
their  food,  as  is  their  daily  cuftom.  Upon  the 
whole,  things  appeared  agreeable ;  and  there  is 
a  bleffed  profpeft  of  thefe  poor  benighted  fa- 
vages  receiving  the  gofpel,  had  they  an  oppor- 
tunity of  its  being  faithfully  and  prudently 
preached  among  them,  infomuch  that  we  could 
not  but  once  atid  again  think  of  our  Lord's  re- 
mark, tbaf  tJoi  field's  a-p-p saved  white^  and  ready 
for  the  harvefi. 

God  knows  what  he  defigns ;  but  furely  tliere 
is  a  glorious  appearance  of  an  effedual  door  be- 
ing opened  in  tllefe  parts, .  if  it  be  not  negleded. 
A  ferious  thoughtfulners  about  the  great  affair 
of  religion,  and  a  diligent  attention  to  the  wOrd 
preached  among  therti,  feerhs  to  prevail  with  a 
-number  of  thefe  poor  favages. 

In  the  evening  feveral  came  to  our  lodging, 
and' fat  and  heard,  while  I  told  them  about  the 
bible  and  the  great  things  it  contains.  They 
appeared  very  grave  and  attentive.  Among 
thefe  was  Neolin,  a  young  man,  who  ufed  fome 
time  paft  to  fpeak  to  his  brethren,  the  Indians^ 
about  their  wicked  ways,  who  took  great  pains 
H  with" 
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with  them  •,  and,  fo  far  as  we  can  underftand, 
was  the  means  of  reforming  a  number  of  them. 

I  enquired  what  put  him  upon  this  practice ; 
and  he  told  us,  that,  about  fix  years  ago,  when 
alone  in  his  hut  or  cabin,  mufing  by  himfelf, 
being  greatly  concerned  on  account  of  the  evil 
ways  he  faw  prevailing  among  the  Indians^  a 
man  immediately  appeared,  and  flood  in  his  ca- 
bin door,  whil?  he  fat  by  the  fire  alone,  in  the 
night,  and  was  perfeflly  awake,  and  fpoke  to 
him  in  the  following  manner :  "  Thefe  things 
*'  you  were  thinking  of  are  right,  (referring  to 
"  the  miferable  condition  of  the  Indians^  which 
"  he  was  thinking  of)  and  all  who  follow  evil 
"  ways  and  bad  thoughts,  fhall  go  to  a  mifera- 
"  ble  place  after  they  are  dead.  —  But  all  they 
"  who  hate  all  evil  and  live  agreeable  to  the 
"  mind  of  God,  fhall,  after  death,  be  taken  up 
"  to  God,  and  be  made  happy  for  ever." 

Having  thus  fpoken,  he  faid,  the  man  im- 
mediately difappeared,  but  that  the  man's  fpeech 
made  fuch  an  imprefTion  upon  him,  that  he 
could  not  help  fpeaking  to  the  Indians^  and  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  them  to  leave  their  evil 
ways*. 

It 

*  The  aboa-e  is  the  fubllance  of  what  he  declared  to  us. 
We  were  well  informed  by  a  trader,  (to  whom  he  related  a 

good 
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It  alfo  deferves  our  obfervation,  that  the  old 
m^n^Tepifs-cow-a-hang^  otherwife  Samuel^  before 
mentioned,  was,  from  our  firfl  coming  here, 
greatly  affifting  in  forwarding  things  refpefting 
religion.  The  old  man's  heart  feemed  much 
engaged,  and  he  fpared  no  pains. 

He  told  our  interpreter,  that  in  cafe  the  King 
did  not  fpeak  about  religion,  before  we  went  a- 
way,  that  is,  as  we  fuppofed  he  meant,  if  he  did 
not  invite,  and  encourage  us  to  return  again  to 
preach  to  them,  that  he  would  himfelf. 

2 2d.  Monday.  As  we  were  informed  that 
there  was  a  young  woman,  one  Elizabeth 
Henry,  a  prifoner  yet  among  the  Nation  j  and  as 
we  had  defired  Mr.  Gib/on*,   a  trader,  who  is 

well 

good  deal  more,  refpe£ling  his  extraordinary  miffion)  who 
was  taken  prifoner  the  laft  war,  by  the  Indians,  given  to 
t'lis  Neolin,  and  adopted  into  his  family —  That  this  man 
ufed  to  boil  a  quantity  of  bitter  roots,  in  a  large  kettle,  till 
the  water  became  very  llrong — that  he  himfelf  ufed  to  drink 
plentifully  of  this  bitter  liquor,  and  make  his  family,  and 
particularly  this  prifoner  do  the  fame — that  draughts  of  this 
liquor  proved  a  fevere  emetic — and,  that  dofe  was  taken  af- 
ter dofe  for  fome  hours  together ;  the  end  of  which,  as 
Neolin  faid,  was  to  cleanfe  them  from  their  inward  fms. 
Poor  endeavours  of  the  light  of  nature !  How  needful,  how 
falutary  the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel ! 

*  Mr.  John  Gib/on,  is  the  trader  mentioned  in  the  pre- 

ceeding  note,  as  taken  prifoner,    given  to  Neolin,  and  a- 

H  2  dopted 
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well  acquainted,  and  has  confiderable  influence 
with  thefe  Indians^  to  mention  the  affair,  among 
other  things  in  his  letter  to  them,  which  we 
read  to  a  number  of  the  principal  men,  who 
came  to  our  hut  in  the  forenoon  ;  we  accord- 
ingly defired  the  king  to  order  the  above  young 
woman  to  be  delivered  to  us,  that  we  might  take 
her  to  her  relations. 

The  king  replied,  "  He  was  very  well  pleaf- 
*'  ed  with  every  thing  his  brother,  John  Gibfon^ 
"  had  faid,  and  would  fend  the  prifoner,  by  us, 
"  to  her  relations,  (had  fhe  been  v^^ith,  or  near 
*'  them)  but  that  fhe  was  at  a  confiderable 
"  diftance,  at  a  town  upon  the  Great  Sever 
**  creek,  or  river,  about  a  day's  journey  from 
"  Fort  Pitt.  However,  that  we  fhould  take  the 
"  ftring  of  wampum,  which  Mr.  Gibfon  had 
"  fent  him,  (returning  it  to  us)  and  give  it  to 
"  the  great  man  of  that  l^cwn^  who  would  in- 
"  ftantly  deliver  her  up  to  us. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  King, 
(the  head  man  of  this  nation)  and,  with  him, 
^epifs-cow-a-hang,  Ke  lagh-pa-mahnd,  1^uny-e^ 
haw-la-we-hand,  and  Negh-kaw-leegb-hung,  prin- 
cipal men  of  the  council,  came  to  our  hut,  and 
addreffed  us  in  the  following  manner : 

dcptcd  by  him. — He  became  hereby  related  to  the  king  and 
fcveral  great  men. 

"  Our 
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**  Our  dear  brothers,  What  you  have  faid  to 
"  us  (referring  to  our  preaching  yefterday)  we 
*'  are  well  pleafed  with.  We  believe  there  is  a 
"  great  God  that  has  made  us,  the  heavens,  and 
"  the  earth,  and  all  things. 

*'  Brothers,  you  have  fpoken  to  us  againfl 
"  getting  drunk — What  you  have  faid  is  very 
"  ao;reeable  to  our  minds. — We  fee  it  is  a  thino- 
*'  which  is  very  bad ;  and  it  is  a  great  grief  to 
'*  us,  that  Rum,  or  any  kind  of  flrong  liquor 
"  fhouid  be  brought  among  us,  as  we  wifh  the 
"  chain  of  friendOiip,  which  now  unites  us  and 
"  our  brethren  (meaning  the  E^iglijJj)  together, 
"  may  remain  ftrong.     But, 

"  Brothers,  the  fault  is  not  all  with  us,  but 
"  begins  with  our  brothers,  the  white  people ; 
"  for  if  they  will  bring  out  rum,  fome  of  our 
"  people  will  buy  it  -,  they  muft  buy  it ;  it  is 
"  for  that  purpofe  it  is  brought :  but,  if  none 
"  was  brought,  then  they  could  not  buy  it. 
"  And,  now, 

"  Brothers,  we  befeech  you,  be  faithful,  and 
"  defire  our  brothers,  the  white  people,  to  bring 
"  no  more  of  it  to  us.  Shew  this  Belt  to  them 
"  for  this  purpofe,  (at  the  fame  time  holding 
"  forth  a  large  Belt  of  wampum)  Ihew  it  to  the 
"  great  man  of  the  fort  (m.eaning  the  com- 
"  manding   officer  of  Fort  Pitt)   and  to  our 

"  brothers 
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"  brothers  on  the  way  as  you  return :  and  to 
*'  the  great  men  in  Philadelphia  C  meaning  the 
"  principal  men  in  the  government)  and  in  other 
"  places,  from  which  rum  might  be  brought 
*'  and  in  treat  them  to  bring  no  more.  And, 
*'  now, 

"  Brothers,  there  is  another  thing  we  do  not 
"  like,  and  complain  of  very  much.  There  are 
"  fome  ( meaning 'zt'^/Vt' people)  who  do  at  times 
'^  hirefome  of  our  Squa-zvs,  (that  is,  their  women) 
'*  to  let  them  lie  with  them  ;  and  give  them  rum 
"  for  it.  This  thing  is  very  bad.  The  Squaws 
"  then  fell  the  rum  to  our  people,  and  make 
"  them  drunk. 

*'  We  befeech  you,  advife  our  brothers  a- 
**  gainfl  this  thing,  and  do  what  you  can  to  have 
'•  it  flopped." 

After  having  delivered  their  fpeech,  they  gave 
the  belt  of  wampum,  and  defired  us  to  take 
down,  in  writing,  what  they  had  faid,  that  we 
might  not  forget  any  part  of  it ;  for,  that  it  was 
a  matter  about  which  they  were  much  con- 
cerned. After  fome  friendly  converfation  they 
withdrew. 

In  the  evening,  old  'Tepifs-cow-a-hai7g  came 
and  informed  us,  that  there  were  a  great  many 
here,  and  at  another  town,  called  Suk-a-hung ; 
and  likewifc  at  other  towns  that  were  defirous  to 

hear 
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hear  the  gofpel ;  and  that  they  intended  to  go  up 
next  Spring  to  ^i-a-ha-ga*,  and  there  make  a 
large  town,  and  then  try  to  get  a  minifter  a- 
mong  them.  He  informed  us  alfo,  that  there 
were  three  other  Nations  or  ^ribes^  viz.  the  Chip- 
paivays-f,  Puttcotungs,  and  Wyendots^  that  live 
near  the  Lake^  that  is,  Erie^  who  difcovered  a 
great  defire  to  hear  the  gofpel.  I  told  him  I 
underftood  that  thefe  tribes  ufed  to  hear  th^Frencb 
minifters  preach,  who  worlhipped  God  in  fome- 
thing  of  a  different  way  from  us,  and  therefore, 
perhaps,  would  not  hear  us.  He  replied,  that 
he  was  perfuaded,  and  that  he  knew,  if  a  mi- 
nifter  of  our  way  would  go  out  among  them,  ir 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  thefe  Nations,  and 
that  many  of  them  would  join  us.  In  fhort, 
the  old  man  appeared  much  engaged  in  this 
matter. 

*  This  place  had  been  inhabited  by  forae  of  the  Indians 
in  the  town  where  we  now  were.  It  is  fituated  on  a  river 
(navigable  for  canoes  and  flat-bottom'd  boats)  that  empties 
into  the  lake  Erie,  ^i-  a-ha-ga  is  about  a  day's  journey  from 
Tujkalaiva  town,  which  we  were  at,  as  before  mentioned. 

f  The  Chippa<ways  are  fuppofed  to  be  fourteen  or  fifteen 
hundred  in  number;  all  in  one  town.  The  Puttcotimgs  ?jz 
confiderable,  as  to  number,  in  another  town.  Tiie  Wy en- 
dots,  about  feven  hundred  perfons,  are  likev/ife  one  town, 
which  is  about  fixty  or  feveniy  miles  diftance  from  Sui-w 
ha-ga  the  intended  DeLiaare  chriltian  town. 

This 
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This  day  has  been  fo  much  taken  up,  by  the 
chief  men  in  council,  about  important  affairs 
and  doing  bulinefs,  that  there  was  no  time  for 
fermon.  The  King  therefore  propofed  that  it 
fhould  be  to-morrow,  before  we  fat  out  on  our 
journey. 

23d.  'Tuefday.  The  head  men  met  in  council 
this  morning. — Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'th* 
clock,  we  attended  at  the  council  houfe  for  pub- 
lic worfhip,  and  found  a  confiderable  number 
convened  for  that  purpofe.  I  fpoke  from  the 
parable  of  the  gofpel-feaft,  Luke  xiv.  1 6,  and 
in  my  difcourfe  purfued  the  following  method, 
namely,  that  there  were  rich  provifions  made  in 
the  gofpel  for  poor  finners.  I  then  opened  the 
nature  of  thefe  provifions,  and  the  reafon  of  their 
being  compared  to  a  marriage  and  royal  feaft.— 
I  next  fhewed  that  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel 
were  fent  out  to  invite  poor  miferable  fmners, 
the  lame,  i^c.  to  this  feaft.  I  fpoke  of  the  ex- 
cufes  that  fome  made  for  their  not  coming.  —  I 
then  fhewed  how  any  were  brought  to  comply 
with  the  gofpel  call,  and  then  concluded  with  in- 
vitations and  arguments  to  perfuade  them  to 
come  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  all  which  par- 
.ticulars  I  treated  in  the  moft  plain  and  eafy  way, 
making  ufe  of  fuch  fimilies  as  the  Indians  were 
moft  acquainted  with,  and  beft  adapted,  fo  far  as 

I  could 
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I  could  judge,  to  convey  a  clear  idea  of  the 
truths  on  which  I  difcourfed,  to  their  minds.  A 
Iblemn  awe  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  allembly. 
Every  one  feemed  attentive  to  the  things  that 
were  fpoken,  and  a  number  were  afFeded.*  The 
interpreter  was  fo  much  affcded  himfelf,  that  he 
could  fcarcely  fpeak  for  fome  time  ;  and,  indeed, 
I  mufl  own,  my  own  heart  was  warmed  with  the 
truths  that  I  delivered,  and  the  remarkable  ef- 
fe(fls  they  appeared  to  have  upon  thefe  poor  be- 
nighted heathens. — Blefled  be  God! — Let  all  the 
praife  be  to  him.  We  have  reafon  to  hope,  no 
one  opportunity  we  have  enjoyed  here^  has  been 
in  vain  ;  and  we  truft,  that  the  good  imprelTions 
that  appear  to  have  been  made,  will  remain  and 
ilTue  well  with  fome  of  them.  May  the  Lord 
grant  our  labours  and  hopes  may  not  be  found 
vain  ! 

As  we  had  fignified  to  fome  of  the  Council  that 
we  had  fomething  to  fay  to  them  before  we  de- 
parted. Four  of  the  principal  men  came  to  our 
hut  in  the  afternoon,  in  order  to  hear  what  we 
had  to  communicate.  We  addreffed  them  in  the 
following  manner : 

*  The  print  reprefenting  Paul  preaching  at  Jthetis,  gives 
a  lively  idea  of  thefe  poor  Indians,  when  hearing.  All  were 
attentive,  many  feemed  to  be  altoniilied,  and  fome  attend- 
ing in  the  moft  devout  manner. 

I  «  Dear 
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"  Dear  brethren,  As  we  are  foon  to  fet  out  oif. 
'*  our  way  home,  we  have  a  few  things  to  fay 
"  to  you  before  we  go.  We  are  glad,  and  thank 
"  the  great  God,  that  brought  us  out  and  kept 
"  us  by  the  way,  that  we  might  vifit  our  bre- 
"  thren  in  this  place,  and  that  we  have  had  an- 
"  opportunity  of  fpending  fome  time  with  you, 
"  and  fpeaking  to  you  about  the  great  things 
"  that  concern  another  world.  We  are  glad 
"  that  we  have  had  fo  comfortable  a  meeting 
*'  with  you  -,  and  thank  our  brethren  for  all  their 
"  love  and  kindnefs  to  us. 

"  Brethren,  It  gives  us  great  pleafure  and  fa- 
"  tisfadlion,  to  find  our  brethren  holding  fo  fall 
*'  that  Chain  of  friendfhip  which  our  good  bro- 
"  ther.  Sir  William  Johnfon,  made  with  you, 
"  and  we  hope,  and  pray  it  may  ever  continue 
"  to  unite  us  together  as  one  people. 

"  Brethren,  We  are  much  rejoiced  to  fee  you 
**  fo  earnellly  fet  againft  thofe  things  that  are 
"  bad,  and  efpecially  againft  the  drinking  of 
"  ftrong  liquors,  which  opens  a  door  to  fo  many 
"  evil  things.  We  have  carefully  attended  ta 
"  what  you  faid  to  us  yefterday  concerning,  that 
"  matter :  and  akliough,  as  we  told  you,  our 
*'  Coujicil  (meaning  our  fynod;  does  not  med- 
"  die  with  civil  government,  but  confults  only 
"  about  the  great  things  of  religion :  yet  we  do, 
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"  by  this  firing  (a  firing  of  wampum)  alQiire 
'"  you,  that  we  will  faithfully  deliver  the  mef- 
"  fage  you  have  committed  to  us.  We  will  tell 
*'  our  great  men  and  our  people,  what  you  have 
"  faid,  and  will  ufe  our  befl  endeavours  to  have 
."  your  defires,  in  this  thing,  fulfilled,  as  far  as 
"  lies  in  our  power.     And,  now, 

"  Brethren,  by  this  firing  of  wampum.  We 
•"  bid  you  farewell -,  and  we  pray  t\iQ  great  God 
^'  to  be  with  you,  and  to  blefs  you,  and  to  lead 
"  you  in  the  way  which  is  right :  and  when  we 
"  are  gone  we  will  pray  for  you  j  and  when  you 
"  fhall  at  any  time  defire  it,  we  will  endeavour 
"  to  have  fome  of  our  brethren  fent  out  to  you 
*'  again,  to  tell  you  more  about  the  great  and  good 
"  things,  of  which  we  have  fpoken  to  you." 

Here  we  gave  the  firing  of  wampum,  agree- 
able to  their  cuftom,  which  they  accordingly  re- 
<:eived,  and  laid  up  as  a  mark  of  friendfhip,  and 
appeared  very  well  pleafed  on  the  occafion. 

To  one  of  thefe  men,  who  had  learned  in  his 
youth  to  read  a  little  Englijh,  I  gave  a  bible  *  I 
had  with  me.  He  chearfully  accepted  this  inva- 
luable treafure.  To  a  woman,  who  could  alfo 
read,  I  gave  a  little  book,  intitJed  A  compafTion- 

*  It  was  a  bible  from  the  fociety  in  London  for  promoting 
i-.eligious  knowledge. 
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ate  Addrefs  to  the  Chriftian  World,   and  they 
propofed  to  lend  their  books  to  another.* 

Upon  the  whole,  there  really  appears  a  llrange, 
nay,  a  flrong  defire  prevaihng  in  many  of  thefe 
poor  heathens,  after  the  knowledge  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  the  things  of  God,  and  a  Bcor,  as  we 
before  obferved,  to  be  effeciually  opening,  or, 
rather,  already  opened  for  carrying  to  them  the 
glad  tidings  of  falvation,  fo  that,  if  now  proper 
meafures  were  vigorouily  purfued,  diere  is  mi)ch 
reafon  to  hope,  that  the  ble.Tmg  of  God  might 
attend  and  crown  attempts  of  this  kind  with  fuc- 
cefs. 

This  evening  NeoUn  came  to  fee  and  fit  with 
us  a-while,  and  defired  to  hear  fomething  about 
the  Chriftian  Religion. — I  defired  Mr.  Btijjield  to 
ibcak  to  him,  who  accordingly  told  him  fomie- 
thing  concerning  the  promifes  of  a  Saviour,  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  that  had  been  given  of  olo,  and  re- 
corded in  the  book  of  God,  and  how,  according 
to  thefe  promifes,  Chrifl  came.  He  then  gave 
him  a  fhort  fummary  of  the  way  that  a  fmner  is 

*  This  man  and  woman,  who  could  read,  were  born 
in  Nenjj-Jerfeyt  among  the  Englijh.  Either  his  parents,  or, 
more  likely,  fome  well  difpofed  perlons  of  the  Englijhy  I 
fuppofe,  put  the  man  to  fchool.  The  woman  being  born 
jn  that  congregation  of  chriftian  Indians.,  under  the  care  of 
\Ax.  Dwuid Brainerd,  learned  to  read.  Bofh  thefe  went  bfick, 
\vhen  they  grew  up,  apiong  thp  wild  Indians. 
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brought  to  have  an  interefl  in  this  Saviour,  and 
of  the  change  that  is  wrought  in  him,  and  that 
by  the  Ipirit  of  God  ;  and  pointed  out  to  him 
the  ef/efts  it  produces  in  a  perfon  towards  God, 
his  laws,  his  ways,  ^c.  and  that  thefe  effects  are 
marks  and  evidences  of  an  interefl  in  Chrift,  and 
the  promifes.  He  appeared  very  attentive,  and 
much  pleafed  to  hear  thefe  things.  "When  vv^e 
had  done,  he  affedionately  took  us  by  the  hand, 
and  withdrew,  telling  us,  if  he  could,  he  would 
fee  us  again  in  the  morning.* 

*  Some  of  the  Indians  obferving  us  confuking  a  map  of 
the  country,  which  we  had  with  us,  in  order  to  find  out  the 
befr  and  moll  direft  way  to  Fort  Pitt ;  one  of  them  went  to 
his  houfe,  and  brought  a  map  of  his  own,  or  feme  other 
Indian^  drawing,  wherein  the  lakes,  rivers,  towns,  where 
diiFerent  tribes  or  nations  live,  council-£res,  that  is,  where 
the  different  tribes  meet,  in  order  to  confult  about  their  pub- 
lic aiFairs,  and  other  remarkable  places,  feemed  pretty  jufl- 
ly  laid  down,  all  things  conudered.  On  the  back  of  Lake 
Superior,  I  obferved  a  very  confiderable  river  running  a  dif- 
ferent courfe  from  the  reft  (its  courfe  feemed  to  be  nearN. 
W.)  By  this  it  fhould  feem  as  if  there  muft  be  fome  o-reat 
lake  cr  fea  to  the  north  or  north-weft  of  thefe  parts,  which 
has  not  yet  been  difcovered,  into  which  this  river  empties 
.  itfelf.  The  Indian  that  pointed  out  to  us  thefe  places  on 
his  map,  faid,  where  this  river  was,  or  near  it,  was  very 
cold  ;  that  is  far  north.  —  Perhaps,  by  following  the  courfe 
of  this  river,  that  paftage,  which  has  been  long  fought  for, 
to  the  fauth-feas,  by  the  north-weft,  might  be  found  out. 

We 
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We  underftand  by  our  good  friend,  'Tepijf' 
oiw-a-bang^  otherwife  Samuel^  that  there  are  a- 
bout  forty-feven  Indians  here,  v/ho  have  had  fomc 
confiderable  impreflions  made  on  their  minds 
by  our  preaching,  the  King  and  Neolin  being  a- 
mong  the  number ;  the  latter,  as  before  men- 
tioned, who  had  been,  according  to  his  light,  in 
time  pad,  endeavouring  to  inllruft  his  brethren, 
the  Indians,  attended  upon  us  privately,  as  well 
as  publicly  •,  with  a  defire  to  know  more  about 
religion  -,  and  almoft  all  the  young  Indians  ex- 
prefTed  a  great  defire  to  learn  to  read. 

The  principal  men  of  this  tcw^n  fent  an  invi- 
tation, by  our  interpreter,  Jofeph,  to  the  Indians 
living  pretty  Iiigh  up  on  Sufquehanah  river,  in  a 
town  called  V/ia-luftng,  to  move  with  their  fa- 
milies to  ^i-a-ha-ga,  where  they  intend  to  form 
the  chriilian  town,  before  miCntioned,  having 
heard  that  thefe  Indians  have  fome  knowledge  of 
chriftianity,  as  well  as  thofe  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Brainerd,  that  they  might  fee  and  know 
how  chriftians  live. 

In  the  evening,  twenty  perfons  came  to  the 
houfe  of  Tepiff-cow-a-hang,  under  religious  im- 
preflions, who  expreffed  their  concern  at  our 
leaving  them,  and  wondered  we  fliould  go  away 
fb  foon. 
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We  llioiild  have  been  willing,  and  very  de- 
firous  to  have  tarried  a  longer  time  in  this  place,- 
as  there  is  fuch  an  agreeable  profpeft  of  a  num- 
ber of  thefe  poor  benighted  favages  being  brought 
to  embrace  the  gofpel ;  but  our  time  appointed 
by  the  fynod  being  near  expired,  and  we  not  be- 
ing any  way  provided  for  continuing  longer  here, 
having  fcarcely  as  much  meal  left  as  would  be 
fufficient  to  fupport  us  till  we  arrived  at  Fort 
Pitt '^  and  the  principal  defignof  our  appoint- 
ment to  vifit  them,  in  order  to  know  v/hat  pro- 
fpeft  there  might  be  of  introducing  the  gofpel 
amongil  them,  having  been  anfwered,  we  de- 
termined to  return  j  and  the  rather,  as  we  had  no- 
profpesft,  had  v/e  continued  longer,  of  aflembling: 
many  of  them  together,  for  it  was  xhs.  time 
when  they  begin  their  fall-hunting,  upon  which- 
their  living  chiefly  depends,  a  number  of  them 
already  having  gone  out  of  town  laft  tiight 
on  that  defign  j  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  it 
appeared  moft  advifable  and  clear  to  be  -Gur 
<luty,  all  things  confidered,  to  return  ;  and, 
accordingly,  with  the  leave  of  Providence^  we 
determined  to  fet  out  on  our  journey  on  the 
morrow.* 

24th.  Wednefday, 

*  This  town   (the  proper  name  of  which  is  Negh-ha-un- 
que,  that  is,  the  red  Bank,  being  called  fo  from  the  colour 
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24th.  JVednefday.     Neolin  came  this  morning 
to  fee  us,  and  bring  us  on  our  v/ay.     We  fat  out 

OR 

of  the  bank  of  the  river,  on  which  it  is  built)  is  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  in  length,  confifting  of  fixty  or  feventy 
houfes,  built  chiefly  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  river  Mujiing- 
hanty  and  contains  about  fix  or  feven  hundred  perfons,  as 
far  as  we  could  learn.  In  fome  parts  of  the  town  the  houfes 
Hand  pretty  clofe  to  each  other ;  in  other  parts  at  a  greater 
diftance  and  irregular. — Some  of  the  houfes  are  made  of 
broad  fplit  pieces  of  wood,  with  one  end  fluck  in  the  ground 
clofe  to  each  other,  flanding  up  like  a  flockade ;  others  are 
made  of  logs  of  wood  laid  upon  one  another,  notched  at 
the  corners  into  each  other  ;  but  the  moll  of  them  are  made 
of  bark,  fet  up  on  edge,  tied  to  Itakes  drove  in  the  ground, 
and  all  covered  with  bark,  except  the  king's  houfe,  which 
is  covered  with  broad  fplit  pieces  of  wood,  with  their  ends 
fet  to  the  ridge  of  the  roof,  fo  clofe  together  as  to  keep  out 
the  rain,  and  appears  very  neat.  The  houfes  are  in  gene- 
ral much  longer  than  they  are  wide,  with  a  door  at  each 
end,  which  they  clofe  or  Ihut  by  fetting  up  a  piece  of  broad 
bark.  Two  or  three  families  live  in  fome  houfes,  and  in 
cold  weather  have  two  or  three  fires  in  them  at  proper  dif- 
tances,  but  no  chimney.  The  land  on  each  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver is  a  rich  foil,  but  efpecially  the  north- fide,  vyhere  they 
chiefly  plant  their /w^V.3«  corn,  or  maize,  beans,  pumpkins, 
^c.  The  river  at  the  town  appears  to  be  confiderably  more 
than  one  hundred  yards  wide,  and  runs  near  weft;  but 
lower  down  turns  fouthward,  and  keeps  much  tiiat  courfe, 
as  far  as  we  could  learn,  till  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  Ohiot 
and  is  navigable  for  canoes  or  flat  bottom'd  boats.  The 
Indians    fome  limes  go  from   hence  to   Fort  Pitt  in  their 

canoes. 
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6ft  our  journey,  by  a  ciifTerent  way  to  Fort  Pitt 
than  that  we  went,  accompanied  by  an  Indian  be- 
longing to  the  town,  called  by  the  Englifi,  Capt. 
Jaccb^y  a  great  warrior,  who  appeared  to  have 
fome  imprefiions  of  religion. 

Afcer  travelling  up  the  bank  of  the  river  Muf- 
kingham^   about  three  miles,   through  rich  level 

The  land,  tlie  way  We  came  to  this  place  from  Fort  Pitt, 
appeared  to  be  very  good  in  general,   but  uneven,  having 
many  high  ridges  and  fmall  caftles,  yet  abounding  with  low 
rich  land,  ufually  called  Bottom  ;   the  little  fcreams  running 
through  thefe  bottoms,  are  generally  very  crooked  and  nar- 
row, with  deep  and  lleep  banks,  owing  to  the  richnefs  of 
the  foil.      The  nearer  we  approached  to  this  'place,   we 
found  the  country  more  level;    and,  to  the  v/efl  and  north-' 
weft  of  it,  at  fome  diftance,  the  country,  we  are  informed, 
becomes  quite  level,  and  has  very  great  plains,   on  which 
there  is  no  wood,  but  fine  grafs,    and  therefore  plenty  of 
deer.     Some  of  the  Indians  cf  this  town  are  juft  come  in 
from  hunting,  on  one  of  thefe  plains,  which  they  fay  is  one 
hundred  miles  broad,    and  about  four  days  journey  from 
hence :     another,    ten  days  journey  from  hence,    is  vaftly 
large,  like  the  fe a,  ^\iQ  Indians  fay;    I  fuppofe,  they  mean 
one  of  the  great  lakes.      The  climate  here  feems  to   be 
healthy. 

f  T-he  king  and  fome  of  his  council  intended  to  have  ac- 
companied us  back  to  Fort  Pitt ;  but,  hearing  the  deputy- 
agent  for  Indian  affairs,  was  to  be  in  the  town  in  eight  days, 
they  were  prevented. 

.  K  land: 
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land :   we  crofied  the  river  at  a  fording-place, 
and  travelled  with  as   great  expedition,   as  our 
circumilances  would  admit,  v/ith  a  view,   if  pol- 
fible,   to  reach  Fort  Pitt,   by  Saturday  night,  in 
order  to  preach  to  the  people  there.     We  had 
not  travelled  many  miles  before  there  came  on 
a  very  heavy  rain,  which  continued  all  the  after- 
noon,   and  wetted  us  pretty  thoroughly,  as  we 
had  no  place  of  fhelter,  which  obliged  us  to  ftop 
a  little  before  night  at  a  fmall  river,  where  was 
fome  food  for  our  horfes,  and  with  difficulty  we 
got  a  fire  kindled. — The  ground  and  the  blan- 
kets we  had  to  lie  on,  as  well  as  our  cloaths,  be- 
ing v/et,  made  our  lodging  not  very  comfort- 
able.    However,  v/e  wrung  the  v.'ater  out  of  Ibme 
of  our  cloaths,  and  endeavoured  to  dry  them  by 
the  fire,  and  fo  pafTed  the  night  as  well  as  we 
could. 

25th.  T'hurfday.  Sat  out  this  morning,  as 
early  as  we  could,  the  weather  cloudy,  but  not 
much  rain. 

My  horfe  and  baggage  horfe  tired  in  the  after- 
noon, though  we  had  now  little  provifion  for  him 
to  carry,  and  notwithftanding  we  had  walked 
fome  part  of  the  way  in  order  to  eafe  them. 
We  encamped  a  little  before  night,  at  the  beft 
place  w€  could  find  for  our  horfes,  made  up  a 

fire 
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Ere  as  iifual,  and  got  our  cloaths  pretty  well 
dried. 

26th.  Friday.  Proceeded  on  our  way.  My 
horfe  being  very  weak,  I  was  obliged  to  travel  a 
good  part  of  the  day  on  foot.  Our  cloaths 
were  again  wet  with  the  rain  in  the  afternoon, 
but  the  night  being  pretty  fair  we  got  our  cloaths 
tolerably  well  dried  by  the  fire.  * 

27th.  Saturday.  Arofe  before  day,  (as  we 
have  done  every  morning  fmce  v^^e  fat  out  on  our 
journey,  having  no  great  inducement  to  keep 
our  beds)  and  took  a  little  of  what  we  had  for 
our  breakfaft.  We  fat  out  at  day-light  on  our 
way,  in  order  to  make  as  good  a  days  journey 
as  pofiible,  as  we  had  now  but  little  provifion. 
Capt.  Jacob,  our  companion  now  in  travel,  went 
off  the  road  to  hunt  for  us,  but  returned  with- 
out any  thing.  Having  a  little  meal  made  of 
Indian  corn,  parched,  I  took  a  fpoonful  or  two 
of  it,  mixed  with  water,  and  drank  it,  and  v/as 
enabled  to  travel  on  foot  to-day  about  twenty- 
five  miles.  We  mxt  feveral  Indians,  w^ho  told  us 
(upon  inquiring  of  them)  that  Elizabeth  Henry, 
the   prifoner  before  mentioned,    whom  we  had 

*  The  moft  part  of  the  way  we  came  hitherto,  was  hilly, 
and  had  high  ridges,  and  feme  part  much  incumbred  with 
trees  fallen  down,  which  made  it  fatijruinor  for  man  and 
horfe. 

K  2  demanded 
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demanded  of  the  king,  was  married  to  an  In^ 
dian,  and  went  fometime  ago  with  her  hufband 
to  hunt,  one  hundred  miles  diftant  from  the 
town,  where  {he  had  been  prifoner  >  fo  that  fhe 
was  entirely  out  of  our  reach. 

In  the  afternoon  we  met  an  Indian  with  a  deer 
on  his  back  that  he  had  killed,  part  of  which 
we  bought  and  carried  with  us.  This  came  very 
feaibnable,  as  we  had  httle  for  our  fupper. 

A  little  before  night  we  arrived  at  the  Great 
Beaver  creek,  much  fatigued,  finding  our  utmoft 
efforts  to  reach  the  fort  this  vv^eek  in  vain,  be- 
ing twenty-five  miles  from  it.  We  made  our 
fire  on  a  pleafant  bank  of  the  river,  having 
near  half  a  mile  to  go  for  our  fire-wood.  We 
drelTed  -bur  venifon  for  fupper,  part  of  which  v/e 
o-ave  to  an  Indian  chief*  and  his  family,  whom 
we  found  encamped  here.  I  fignified  great  de- 
fire  to  be  at  the  fort  to-morrow,  time  enough  to 
preach  in  the  afternoon  ;  but  having  no  horfe  a- 
ble  to  carry  me  there  in  that  time,  Capt.  Jacob 


*•  The  Iijdiaij'%  wife  feeing  us  carry  our  fire  wood  fo  far 
on  our  fhoulders,  took  her  hatchet,  cut  and  brought  us,  in 
a  little  time,  a  great  burthen  of  wood  on  her  back,  and 
threw  it  down  by  our  fire,  ihe  not  only  pitying  us,  but 
thinking  it  a  great  fcandal,  I  fuppofe,  to  fee  men  doing 
that,  which  is  properly  the  work  of  their  women. 
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very  freely  offered  his,  which  was  pretty  ilroiig, 
and  I  thankfully  accepted  his  offer. 

28th.  Sabhath.  Arofe  before  day.  Mr.  Luf- 
field,  by  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  together 
with  wet  weather,  was  taken  very  ill  lad  night, 
fo  that  I  was  afraid  to  leave  him  in  fuch  a  fitu- 
ation ;  but  he  infifted  on  my  going  to  the  fort 
according  to  my  propofal,  to  preach  to  the 
people. 

After  we  had  taken  the  remains  of  our  venifon, 
we  had  drefled  laft  night,  and  meal  made  into 
fome  cakes,  I  parted  with  my  company  by  day- 
light, crofied  the  Beaver  river,  and  made  the 
befl  of  my  way,  (going  on  foot  up  and  down 
hills  to  eafe  my  horfe)*  and  arrived  at  the  river 
Ohio,  oppofite  to  the  fort,  between  twelve  and 
one  o'clock.  I  crolfed  the  river  in  a  canoe, 
fwimming  my  horfe  along  fide. 

In  the  afternoon  I  preached  to  a  confiderable 
num.ber  of  people,  aifembled  -in  the  little  town 

*  On  the  road  I  overtook  an  Indian  woman  with  three  or 
four  children,  going  to  Fort  Pitt.  She  was  cracking  wal- 
nuts, and  feeding  her  children  with  the  kernels. 

When  Ihe  faw  me,  fhe  fignified  that  flie  and  her  children 
were  almoft  famiflied  with  hunger.  To  relieve  her  diftrefs, 
as  far  as  I  was  able,  I  gave  her  a  fmall  bit  of  bread,  I  had 
faved  from  my  breakfaft,  to  eat  upon  the  road,  which  fhe 
took  and  divided  among  her  children,    to  their  no  fmall 

near 
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near  the  fort.  Having  made  known  the  diftrefs 
Mr.  Diiffiehl  and  our  company  were  in,  for  want 
of  food  and  proper  refrefhments,  a  young  man- 
went  to  them  with  fome  bread  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries. 

29th.  Monday.  Was  glad  to  fee  Mr.  Duffiehi 
(confiderably  recovered  from  his  illnefs)  and  the 
reft  of  the  company  fafely  arrived  at  the  fort. 
Having  given  notice  of  fermon  this  evening,  Mr. 
DuffieU  preached. 

30th.  'Ttiefday.  Waited  on  the  commanding 
officer  in  the  fort,  in  order  to  deliver  a  meffage 
to  him  from  the  king  Netat-whelman,  that  I  was 
charged  with,  concerning  the  Indian  trade. 

ift.  OEioher^  JVednefday.  Q-;i^t.  Jacob,  iht  In- 
dian, who  accompanied  us  to  this  place,  came  to 
fee  us,  went  with  us  a  little  way,  then  took  an 
affedionate  leave,  and  exprelTed  a  confiderable 
concern  at  parting  v/ith  us.  It  being  late  in  the 
day  before  we  could  get  ready  to  fet  out  on  our 
journey,  we  were  obliged  to  travel  fome  time  in 
the  night,  in  order  to  reach  an  houfe  where  we 
lodged. 

2d.  T'hurfday.  Sat  out  early. — Reached  Fort 
Ligonier  about  dark,  which  is  about  fifty-four 
miles  from  Fort  Pitt. 

3d.  Friday.  Mr.  Buffield  preached  to  a 
fmall  number  of  people,   living  in   and  about 
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the  fort.  Sat  out  on  our  journey  after  twelv'e 
o'clock.  After  we  had  travelled  about  five  miles, 
we  came  to  the  Lazvrel  hill,  which  v/e  crofled. 
We  were  obliged  to  travel  eight  or  nine  miles  in 
the  night,  to  Stoney  creek,  in  ■  order  to  accom- 
plifh  our  defign  of  reaching  Fort  Bedford  to- 
morrow evening,  where  we  had  fent  notice  of 
our  intention  to  preach  next  Sabbath.  Our  lodg- 
ing, on  account  of  a  number  of  people  being  in 
the  houfe,  going  to  Fort  Pitt,  was  not  very  a- 
greeable. 

4th.  Saturday.  Sat  out  in  the  rain  this  morn- 
ing. It  both  rained  and  fnowed  in  the  after- 
noon, which  made  it  very  uncomifortable  travel- 
ling over  tht  Allegh-geny  mountain.  We  arrived 
at  Bedford  a  little  before  dark,  (which  is  one 
hundred  and  five  miles  from  Fort  Pitt.)  I  was 
much  indifpofed,  owing  to  the  cold  and  wet  of 
the  day,  and  travelling  fome  part  of  the  night 
before.     We  lodged  at  Mr.  Boughertfs. 

5th.  Sabbath.  Was  much  out  of  order  lafl 
night,  but  much  better  this  morning,  and  ena- 
bled to  preach  one  part  of  the  day,  Mr.  D///- 
field  preached  the  other. 

6th.  Monday.  As  I  was  preparing  to  preach, 
this  morning,  I  was  feized  v*ith  a  fit  of  the  a- 
gue.  Mr.  Buffield.^  therefore,  preached  in  my 
room. 

7  th.  Tuefday. 
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yth.  Tnefdny,  Sat  out  from  Bedford  en  olfr 
journey,  being  tolerably  well,  and  reached  a 
public  houle,  at  the  foot  of  Sideling  hill,  in  the 
night. 

8  th.  IFednefday.  Arofe  early,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed on  our  journey,  but  was  foon  obliged  to  go 
to  bed  again,  being  feized  with  a  bad  fit  of  the 
ague.  We  being  much  folicited  to  preach  at  the 
Coxje,  a  congregation  about  ten  miles  diftance 
from  hence,  Mr.  Duffield  went  and  preached  to 
them. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  my  fever  began  to  a- 
bate,  when  I  arofe,  and  fat  out  on  my  way  with 
the  interpreter,  and  with  great  difficulty  travel- 
led about  fixteen  miles. 

9th.  'Thi'.rfday.  Refolved  to  take  the  neareft 
way  to  Carlijle^  by  the  Path-Valley. — Accordingly 
we  fat  out.  We  had  not  gone  many  miles  be- 
fore we  afcended  a  very  fteep  mountain.  A 
great  part  of  the  road  this  day,  was  mountain- 
ous, and  very  rugged,  which,  with  the  weak- 
nefs  of  our  horfes,  obliged  us  to  travel  on  foot 
fome  part  of  the  way. 

We  got  to  a  houfe  near  a  fmall  river,  in  the 
evening,  where  we  lodged. 

loth.  Friday.  Was  taken  very  bad  with  the 
ague  this  morning  before  day.  The  fever  began 
to  abate  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock,    when  we 

fat 
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fat  out  on  our  journey.     I  travelled  with  great 
diHiculty.  /  .  • 

Lofingour  \yay,  we,  after  fome  time,  came  in 
fight  of  a  houfe  ;  and,  being  much  fatigued,  I 
lay  down  at  the  root  of  a  tree  v/hile  the  interpre- 
ter went  to  the  houfe  to  enquire  the  way,  when, 
being  direfted  the  road,  v^e  proceeded  to  a  pub- 
lic houfe,  v/here  I  lay  down  a  little  while  to  reft 
me.  Arrived  at  Carlifie  in  the  evening,  much 
fatigued. 

This  town  is  ninety-fix  miles  from  Bedford. 
Here  I  got  fome  bark,  which  I  began  to  take 
that  night.     Lodged  at  Col.  Armfircn^s. 

nth.  Saturday.  yir.Dtiffield^  returned  to  his 
own  houfe  in  this  town,  laft  night.  I  fat  out 
with  the'interpreter  about  eleven  o'clock,  croff- 
ed  Sufquehanah  river,  and  lodged  at  a  public 
houfe. 

1 2th.  Sahbatb.  This  morning  I  found  the 
bark  had  taken  the  defired  eiTeft,  in  fom.e  good 
meafure,  as  I  felt  but  very  few  of  the  fymptoms 
of  the  ap;ue.  I  went  to  Mr.  Roan's  conprega- 
tion,  where  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
was  to  be  adminiftred.  I  preached,  at  the  de- 
fire  of  Mr.  Ro^n,  in  the  afternoon ;  and,  after 
fermon,  we  went  to  one  of  his  people's  houfes, 
where  v/e  lodged  very  agreeably. 

L  i^th.  Monday. 
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13th.  Monday.  We  proceeded  on  our  jour- 
ney ;  and  I  arrived  fafe,  through  the  goodnefs 
of  God,  at  my  own  houfe  on  Wednefday,  having 
travelled  one  hundred  and  nineteen  miles  from 
Cnrlijle^  and  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  from 
Fort  Pitt, 
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4  Copy  of  a  Letter  fent  to  the  Rev.  John  Erfkine, 
D.D.  one  of  tbe  Minifiers  of  Edmhurgh. 

Greenock,  Feb.  zj,  lyS^ 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

WITH  this  you  will  receive  the  journal 
I  promifed  to  fend  yoii,  of  a  mifTion  to 
the  Indiansy  living  about  four  hundred  and  fifty 
miks  weft  of"  Philadelphia ;  previous  to  which 
you  will  fee  fome  account  of  our  frontier  inha- 
bitants, that,  perhaps,  may  not  be  difagreeable 
after  fo  defolating  a  war.  However,  this  you 
can  pafs  by,  if  you  pleafe,  with  fuch  other  things 
therein,  as  you  will  find  foreign  to  the  princi- 
pal obje6t  in  view,  and  only  taken  notice  of  for 
our  own  fatisfadlion,  or  amufement.  As  the  con* 
verfion  ot  thefe  poor  benighted  heathens  has 
been  long,  I  am  perfuaded,  a  matter  which  you 
carneftly  defired  and  prayed  to  God  for,  fo  any 
profpe6t  of  it  muft  afford  you  proportionable  fa- 
tisfadion,  and  be  ftill  a  further  encouragement 
to  pray,  and  hope,  that  the  time  to  favoui*  them 
L  2  is 
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is  not  tar  oB^,  when  thofe  heathens  (hall  be  giv- 
en to  the  Son  of  God  for  his  inheritance,  and 
the  utmofl  parts  of  the  earth,  even  of  America^ 
for  his  pofiefTion. — May  God  fulfil  his  promifes, 
and  our  joys! 

I  have  before  hinted  to  you,  that  fince  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  laft,  I  had  taken  pains 
to  fearch  into  the  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  the  In- 
dians^ in  order  to  fee  what  ground  there  was,  for 
fuppofing  them  to  be  part  of  the  Ten  Tribes : 
and  I  mud  own,  to  my  no  fm all  furp rife,  that 
a  number  of  their  cuftoms  appear  fo.much  to 
refemble  thofe  of  the  Jews  •,  that  it  is  a  great 
queftion  with  me,  whether  we  can  expect  to  find 
among  the  Ten  Tribes  (wherever  they  are)  at  this 
day,  all  things  confidered,  more  of  the  foot- 
fteps  of  their  anceftors,  than  among  the  different 
Indian  Tribes. 

The  condufl  of  the  Indian  women,  in  certain 
circumftances,  feems  to  be  in  a  manner  perfeft- 
ly  agreeable  to  the  law  of  Mofes.  A  young  wo- 
man, at  the  firft  appearance  of  the  catamenia, 
immediately  feparates  from  others,  makes  up  a 
hut  for  herfelf,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town, 
or  houfe  fhe  lived  in,  and  remains  there  during 
the  whole  time  of  her  diforder,  that  is,  feven 
days.  The  pcrfon  who  brings  her  victuals,  is 
very  careful  not  to  touch  her ;    and  fo  cautious 
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is  (lie  herfelf,  of  touching  her  own  food  with  her 
hands,  that  flie  makes  ufe  of  a  fharpened  ftick, 
inftead  of  a  fork,  with  which  to  take  up  her 
venifon,  and  a  fmali  ladk  or  fpoon  for  other 
food.  — When  the  {even  days  are  ended,  flie 
bathes  herfelf  in  water,  (ufually  in  feme  neigh- 
bouring brook  or  river)  wafnes  all  her  clothes, 
and  cleanfes  the  velfels  flie  made  ufe  of  during 
her  menfes.  —  Such  as  are  made  of  wood,  llie 
fcalds  and  cleanfes  with  lye,  made  of  wood  afh- 
es  ;  and  fuch  as  are  made  of  earth  or  iron,  flie 
purifies  by  putting  them  into  the  fire :  flie  then 
returns  to  her  father's  houfe,  or  the  family  flie 
left ;  and  is,  after  this,  looked  upon  fit  for  mar- 
riage, and  not  before.  A  woman,  when  deli- 
vered of  a  child,  is  feparated  likewife  for  a 
time. 

I  have  been  at  a  place  in  New  Jerfey,  more 
than  once,  called,  in  the  Indian  language,  Crof- 
week-fung^  that  is,  the  houfe  of  feparation,  which 
took  its  name,  no  doubt,  from  its  being  a  noted 
place  for  that  purpofe.  Near  this  was  formerly 
an  Indian  town. 

The  Indians  obferve  the  feall  of  firfl- fruits : 
and,  before  they  raake  ufe  of  any  of  their  corn, 
or  fruits  of  the  ground, "  twelve  of  their  old  men 
meet ;  when  a  deer  and  fome  of  the  new  corn  are 
provided,    the   venifon   is   divided  into   twelve 

parts, 
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parts,  according  to  the  number  of  the  men  -,  and 
the  corn,  beaten  in  a  mortar,  prepared  for  ufe, 
by  boiling,  or  baking  it  into  cakes  under  the 
afhes,  is  divided  into  the  fame  number  of  parts 
with  the  venifon  •,  then  thefe  men  (if  I  forget 
not)  hold  up  the  venifon  and  corn,  and  pray,  as 
they  term  it,  with  their  faces  to  the  eaft,  ac- 
knowledging, I  fuppofe,  the  goodnefs  and  boun- 
ty of  heaven  to  them :  and,  perhaps,  in  this 
prayer,  feek  to  God,  in  fome  manner,  for  a 
bleflino;  on  their  firft-fruits :  the  venifon  and 
corn,  prepared,  are  then  eaten  by  thofe  prefent; 
after  this,  they  make  ufe  of  their  corn  and  other 
fruits  of  the  earth  freely. 

Another  public  feaft  they  have  in  the  evening, 
which  looks  fomewhat  like  the  paflbver,  when  a 
great  quaintity  of  venifon  is  provided,  with  O- 
ther  things,  dreffed  in  their  ufual  way,  and  pro- 
portions thereof  diftributed  to  all  the  guefls,  of 
which  they  eat  freely  that  evening;  but  that 
which  is  left,  is  thrown  into  the  fire  and  burned, 
as  none  of  it  muft  remain  till  the  fun  rife  the 
next  day,  nor  muil  a  bone  of  the  venifon  be 
broken. 

Once  in  the  year,  fome  of  the  Tribes  of  In- 
dians choofe,  from  among  themfelves,  twelve 
men,  who  provide  twelve  deer ;.  and  each  of 
them  cuts  a  fmall  pole,  from  which  they  ftrip 
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the  bark,  and  make  a  tent,  by  flicking  one  end 
of  the  poles  in  the  ground,  bending  the  tops  o- 
ver  one  another,  and  covering  the  tent  with  their 
blankets. — Then  the  twelve  men  choofe  each  of 
them  a  ftone,  which  they  make  hot  in  the  fire, 
and  place  them  together,  I  fuppofe,  in  fome 
form  of  an  altar,  within  the  tent,  and  burn  the 
fat  of  the  inwards  of  the  deer  thereon.  At  the 
time  they  are  offering,  the  twelve  men  in  the 
tent,  cry  to  the  Indians  without,  "  We  pray,  or 
praife ! "   Who  anfwer    "  We  hear."     Then  the 

men  in  the  tent  cry.  Ho ah  !  very  loud  and 

long,  which  appear  to  be  fomewhat  like  in  found 
to  hallelujah.  After  the  fat  is  thus  offered, 
fome  tribes  burn  tobacco,  cut  fine,  upon  the 
fame  ftones.  Some  nations  or  tribes,  choofe  on- 
ly ten  men,  who  provide  ten  deer,  ten  poles,  and 
ten  ftones,   is'c. 

Their  cufloms  of  confulting  their  Pow-waas 
(a  kind  of  prophets,  who  pretend  to  have  con- 
verfe  with  fpirits)  upon  any  extraordinary  occa- 
fions,  either  of  great,  or  uncommon  ficknels,  or 
mortality,  ^c.  feems  to  be  in  imitation  of  the 
Jews  of  old,  inquiring  of  the  prophet. 

There  is  one  Tribe  of  Indians,  called,  Nanti- 
cooks,  that,  on  their  removal  from  their  old  to 
new  habitations,  carry  the  bones  of  their  ance> 
tors  and  deceafed  relations  with  them.    I  am  well 
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afTured  that  fome  of  the  I?idia?is  will  not  eat  the 
hollow  of  the  thigh  of  the  deer,  but  cut  ou  that 
part  and  throw  it  away. 

It  is  a  great  fafhion  with  them  to  wear  brace- 
lets of  wampum  (a  kind  of  bead,  made  of  a 
black  fea  fhell,  which  they  have  inftead  of  mo- 
ney) on  their  arms  :  and  I  have  frequently  feen 
a  bead  hanging  to  the  bridge  of  their  nofe  j  and 
almoft  ail  wear  a  kind  of  mock  jewels  in  their 
ears,  compofed  of  fuch  things  as  they  like  :  they 
make  great  ufe  of  bear's  oil,  with  which  they 
anoint  their  heads  and  bodies.  They  have  an  a- 
venger  of  blood  amons;  them,  who  is  the  man 
ncarefl  related  to  the  murdered,  who  purfues  the 
homicide,  and  takes  his  life  wherever  he  finds 
him. 

No  people  in  the  world,  perhaps,  have  a 
higher  fenfc  of  liberty  than  the  Indians  \  and, 
confequcntly,  are  more  jealous  of  it,  many  of 
them  preferring  death  to  either  captivity  or  (la- 
vtry.  They  have  a  great  difpofition  for  war,  and 
are  far  from  being  deftitute  of  courage,  however 
they  may  be  looked  upon  by  fome  to  be  daf- 
tardly,  becaufe  their  manner  of  fighting  in  the 
woods,  and  maxims  of  war  are  fo  different  from 
ours,  and  indeed  moft  other  nations  i  yet,  who- 
ever truly  confiders  their  fituation  and  circum- 
ftances,  muft  own  their  art  of  war  is  bed  cal- 
culated 
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ttilated  for  them.  Britain  now,  as  well  as  Ame- 
rica, knows,  by  experience,  that  they  are  far 
from  being  contemptible  enemies,  when  one 
hundred  of  them  have  courage  enough  to  at- 
tack, and,  perhaps,  are  a  match  for  a  thoufand 
Britijh  troops  in  the  wildernefs,  unacquainted 
with   their   manner  of  tio-htino-.     None  amono- 

DO  O 

them  are  of  much  account,  or  admitted  to 
their  war-dances,  that  have  not  been  at  war ; 
and  according  to  their  behaviour  and  warlike 
exploits,  they  are  efteemed  and  promoted  in 
their  way.  The  teflimonies  they  give  of  their 
bravery,  are  the  fcalps  and  prifoncrs  of  their  e- 
nemies,  which  they  bring  home. — Were  not  the 
Jews  of  old  remarkable  for  their  courage,  and 
high  fenfe  of  liberty  ? — And  was  it  not  cuftom* 
ary,  in  the  days  of  Saul  and  DWoid,  to  bring 
home  teftimonies  of  the  number  they  had  (lain 
in  battle,  not  very  diflimilar  from  the  fcalps  of 
the  Indians. 

A  chriftian  Indian  informed  me,  that  an  old 
uncle  of  his,  who  died  about  forty  years  fmce, 
related  to  him  fevcral  cuftoms  and  traditions  of 
the  Indians  in  former  times  ;  and,  among  others, 
that  circumcifion  was  pradifed  long  ago  by 
them;  but,  that  their  young  men,  at  length, 
making  a  mock  of  it,  brought  it  into  difrepute, 
and  fo  it  came  to  be  difufed. 

M  The 


[     90     ] 

The  fame  perfon  likewife  told  me,  that  the 
Indians  had  a  tradition,  that  once  the  water  over- 
flowed all  the  land,  and  drowned  all  the  people 
then  living,  except  a  few,  who  made  a  great 
Canoe ^  (which  is  a  kind  of  boat,  made  of  a  large 
tree,  hollowed  out,  and  commonly  ufed  by  them) 
and  were  faved  in  it. 

Another  tradition  he  heard,  was,  that  a  long 
time  ago,  the  people  went  to  build  a  high  place 
to  reach  up  a  great  way  j  and  that,  while  they 
were  building  it,  they  loll  their  language,  and 
could  not  underftand  one  another  -,  that,  while 
one,  perhaps,  called  for  a  flick,  another  brought 
him  a  Hone,  ^c.  and  that,  from  that  time,  they 
( the  Indians )  began  to  fpeak  different  lan- 
guages. 

There  feems  to  be  a  tradition  among  fome  of 
the  Indians,  refpedling  the  bible,  and  the  way 
how  they  came  into  America. 

A  fober  intelligent  Indian,  inquired  of  an 
Englijh  trader,  when  in  one  of  the  Indian  towns, 
whether  the  Englijh  had  not  a  book  (meaning  the 
bible)  among  them ;  and,  being  informed  that 
they  had,  the  Indian  told  the  Englifiman,  that, 
that  book  was  once,  or  long  ago,  theirs ;  and 
that,  fo  long  as  they  kept  it,  and  adled  accord- 
ing to  it,  their  God  was  kind  to  them,  and  they 
profpered  :  but  that  the  white  people,  (which  is 

a  general 
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a  general  name  they  call  other  nations  by,  that 
are  white)  at  length,  bought  it  of  the  Indians, 
whereby  they  learned  a  great  many  things,  and 
profpered  ;  while  the  Indians^  on  the  other  hand, 
began  to  decline  from  the  time  they  fold  it  •,  and 
that  their  God  being  very  angry  with  them  for 
parting  with  this  book,  left  them,  and  then 
other  nations  began  to  ufe  them  very  ill,  fo  that 
they  were  expofed  to  many  hardihips,  and  fiif- 
fered  many  things  at  their  hands  :  but,  however, 
that  their  God,  at  length,  taking  pity  on  them, 
brought  or  direfted  them  to  this  country  of  A- 
merica  \  that,  on  their  way  to  it,  they  came  to 
a  great  water  j  that  one  of  the  Indians,  who 
went  before  them,  tried  the  depth  of  it  by  a 
long  pole  or  reed,  which  he  had  in  his  hand, 
and  found  it  too  deep  for  them  to  wade. — 
Upon  their  being  nonpluffed,  and  not  knowing 
what  way  to  get  over  it,  their  God  made  a  bridge 
over  the  water  in  one  night,  by  which  they  pail- 
cd  over  fafe  ;  and  that  next  morning,  after  they 
were  all  over,  God  took  away  the  bridge. 

The  fame  Indian  reprefented  the  future  flate 
of  good  and  bad  men,  to  the  trader,  in  this 
manner  -,  that  all  the  Indians,  who  were  good, 
when  they  died,  went  in  one  or  two  days,  to  a 
fine  pleafant  place,  where  there  was  prepared  eve- 
ry thing  that  was  good  to  eat  and  drink,  and  to 
M  2  give 
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give  fweet  repofe  or  reft,  and  that  when  they 
awaked  from  fleep,  they  found  another  different 
courfe,  confifting  of  a  great  variety  of  things, 
moft  pleafant  and  agreeable  to  the  tafte,  and 
that  in  this  pleafurable  manner  they  fpent  their 
beings  •,  but  that  fuch  as  were  bad,  i.  e.  did 
bad  things,  when  they  died,  went  in  one  or  two 
days  to  a  very  bad  place,  which  he  reprefent- 
ed  as  the  moft  difagreeable — the  very  reverfe  of 
the  other — where  they  were  as  miferable  as  the 
others  were  happy,  having  nothing  to  eat  or 
drink,  though  very  hungry,  without  any  enjoy- 
ment of  reft  by  fleep. 

In  thefe  and  other  particulars,  dear  fir,  I  be- 
lieve you  will  obfcrve,  with  me,  a  ftrong  refem- 
blance  between  the  ancient  Jews  and  Indians ;  to 
which,'  I  might  have  added  fome  peculiarities  of 
lefs  note,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  tire  your  pa- 
tience. Permit  me  only  to  add,  that  all  the 
cuftoms  and  traditions  above,  are  not  to  be  found 
among  every  tribe  of  Indians ;  nor,  perhaps,  is 
the  fame  ufage  or  cuftom  obferved  by  every  /«- 
ftan  of  the  fame  Tribe. 

I  am,  reverend  dear  fir. 
With  great  regard. 

Tour  affeBionate  humble  fervant, 

C.     B  E  A  T  T  Y. 

4  Ccfy 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chrijlian  Indians,  tin- 
der  the  Care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Brainerd, 
in  New  Jerfey,  to  their  Brethren  the  Delaware 
Tribes,  to  the  JVeJiward  of  Alegh-geny  River, 
in  Anfwer  to  a  Meffage  and  Invitation^  fent  by 
Jofeph,  our  Interpreter,  to  go  hack  and  fettle 
among  them,  (dated,  February,  ijSy)  which 
Meffage,  &c.  is  mentioned  in  this  Journal. 


I'o  the  Chief  of  the  Delaware  Tribes  of  Indians, 
and  alt  that  reftde  at  Ke-la-mip-pa-ching,  on 
the  other  Side  of  Alegh-geny. 

"  Brothers, 

**  XT'  O  U   fent  us  a  mefiage   by  our  friend 

"  A  Jofeph  Peepy,  with  a  belt  of  wampum, 
"  which  we  have  returned  by  him,  according  to 
*'  your  order,  with  thefe  firings,  which  he  will 
*'  deliver  to  you  at  a  proper  time. 

"  Brothers,  You  tell  us  we  fit  near  a  great 
*'  water,  where  we  are  in  danger  of  being 
*'  drowned  •,  and  you  take  us  by  the  hand,  and 
*'  lead  us,  and  let  \is  down  at  ^i-a-ha-ga,.  where 
*'  we  may  have  good  land,  hunting  and  fifhing 

"  plenty. 
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"  plenty,  and  where  we  may  fit  down  quietly 
"  and  worfhip  God. 

**  Brothers,  We  thank  you  in  our  hearts,  that 
"  you  take  fo  much  care  of  us,  and  fo  kindly 
"  invite  us  to  corne  to  you  ;  but  we  are  obliged 
"  to  tell  you,  that  we  do  not  fee,  at  prefent, 
"  how  we  can  remove  with  our  old  people,  our 
•'  wives,  and  our  children  ;  becaufe,  we  are  not 
•'  able  to  be  at  the  expence  of  moving  fo  far ; 
"  and  our  brothers,  the  Englijh^  have  taken  us 
"  into  their  arms,  as  fathers  take  their  children, 
"  and  we  do  not  think  we  ought  to  go  without 
*'  their  confent,  and  indeed  we  cannot  go  with- 
"  out  their  afliftance  and  protedtion. — We  have 
*'  here  a  good  houfe  for  the  worlhip  of  God, 
"  another  for  our  children  to  go  to  fchool  in  ; 
*'  befides  our  dwelling  houfes,  and  many  com- 
"  fortable  accommodations — all  which  we  fhall 
"  lofe  if  we  remove. 

"  We  have  alfo  a  minifter  of  ChrifV  to  in- 
"  ftruft  us  in  all  our  fpiritual  concerns,  and  lead 
"  us  to  heaven  and  happinefs,  which  are  of  more 
"  worth  to  us,  than  all  the  reft.  Now,  when- 
*'  ever  thefe  difficulties  can  be  taken  out  of  our 
*'  way,  we  fhall  chearfully  embrace  your  kind 
"  friendly  offer ;  in  the  mean  time  we  defire, 
"  the  path  between  you  and  us  may  be  kept 

**  open. 
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"  open,  and  hope  that  fome  of  us  Ihall  be  able 
'*  foon  to  make  you  a  vifit. 

"  Brothers,  You  tell  us,  you  behold  us  from  a 
"  great  diftance,  at  our  devotions,  and  defire  to 
*'  join  us. 

"  Brothers,  We  are  very  glad  you  have  fuch 
"  good  defires. — Certainly  the  great  Spirit  above 
*'  has  given  you  thefe  defires.  We  aifo  Ihouid 
'*  be  very  glad  to  have  you  with  us  in  our  holy 
"  devotions,  but  our  land  i'/fr^  is  fo  narrow,  that 
"  we  cannot  exped  you  will  leave  your  wide 
*'  rich  country,  and  come  to  us ;  but  we  ra- 
"  ther  think,  that,  after  fome  time,  we  may  be 
*'  able  to  order  things  fo  here^  as  that  a  number 
"  of  us  may  come  to  you,  if  not  ail. 

"  Brothers,  You  tell  us,  you  wonder  none  of 
'*  us  have  been  fo  kind  as  to  make  you  a  vifit, 
"  and  inform  you  what  we  have  met  with,  and 
"  defire  we  would  now  tell  you. 

"  Brothers,  We  have  not  been  altogether  neg- 
**  ligent  in  this  m.atter ;  fome  of  us  have  gone 
"  feveral  times  to  Wkmingy  and  other  parts  of 
"  Sufquehanah,  to  inform  our  Brothers  there,  of 
"  the  good  things  which  the  Lord  has  made 
"  known  to  us ;  and  fome  of  us,  who  were 
"  at  Lancafier^  with  our  minifter,  when  the 
*'  lafl:   council-fire    was  kindled  there,    would 

"  gladly 
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"  gladly  have  informed  all  the  Indians  thereof^ 
"  what  we  had  learned  about  the  chriftian  way, 
*'  and  now  alfo  we  are  chcarfully  willing,  with 
''  all  our  hearts,  to  let  you  know  what  we  have 
"  found  and  met  with. 

"  Brothers,  We  have  found  how  we  may 
"  efcape  everlafting  mifery,  and  be  made  per- 
*'  fedly  happy  for  ever  and  ever. 

"  Brothers,  It  is  made  known  to  us,  and  we 
**  are  fure  that  our  bodies,  which  now  die  and 
*'  turn  to  duft,  fhail  be  raifed  again  at  the  lad 
*'  day  of  the  world,  and  that  our  fouls  fhall 
*'  then  be  united  to  them,  and  we  fhall  be  alive 
"  again  as  we  are  now,  and  live  for  ever,  never 
"  to  die  more ;  and  that  it  Ihall  be  fo  with  the 
•'  whole  race  of  mankind. 

"  We  have  alfo  learned,  and  do  know  that 
"  fome  of  our  fellow  men,  will  be  put  into  a 
"  place  of  the  moil  dreadful  torment;  from 
"  which  they  will  never  be  able  to  get  out, 
"  but  muft  bear  intolerable  pains  and  tortures 
"  for  ever  more,  while  others  fhall  be  made  as 
•'  happy  as  a  creature  can  pofTibly  be,  and  this 
"  happinefs  to  laft  for  ever. 

"  Now,  Brothers,  We  have  learned  what  wc 
•*  muft  be,  and  what  we  muft  do  to  efcape  this 
"  world  of  mifery,  and  obtain  this  place  of  hap- 

"  pinefs_, 
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"  pinefs,  and  we  wifli  that  you  and  all  the  /«- 
•*  dians  every  where,  knew  it  as  we  do. 

"  Brothers,  We  have  learned,  and  are  furc 
"  that  the  great  God  has  fent  his  Son  into  this 
*'  world  to  redeem  ns  from  our  fins,  and  from 
"  this  miferable  place,  and  to  ma,ke  us  ho- 
"  ly  and  happy;  and,  that  for  this  end,  his 
"  Son  gave  up  his  life,  and  fuffered  himfelf  to 
"  be  put  to  death ;  and  that  the  only  way  for 
*'  us,  or  any  of  mankind,  to  efcape  this  dread- 
"  ful  mifery,  and  obtain  this  perfe6l  happinefs, 
**  is  to  be  good  chriflians,  to  forfake  all  our 
"  wicked  ways,  and  keep  ail  God's  holy  com- 
*'  mandmencs,  and  be  as  much  like  Chrift  as  we 
"  pofiibly  can,  and  depend  on  him  alone  for  the 
"  pardon  of  all  our  fms,  and  for  every  fpiritual 
«  bleffing. 

"  Brothers,  We  have  learned  the  whole  of 
"  our  duty.  We  know  what  will  pleafe  God, 
"  and  what  will  difpleafe  him  j  what  will  bring 
"  us  to  happinefs,  and  what  will  make  us  mife- 
*'  rable  •,  and  fo  now,  if  we  are  not  for  ever 
"  happy,  it  will  be  our  own  faults.  But,  alas  ! 
*'  though  we  know  all  this,  we  are  not  fo  good 
*'  as  we  fhould  be.  We  have  alfo  learned  to 
«'  pray,  fing  pfalms,  and  fome  of  us  can  read 
^'  and  write. 

N  "  Brothers, 
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"  Brothers,  What  we  have  now  told  you  of, 
"  is  the  lubftance  of  what  v/e  have  learned  ;  but 
*'  we  cannot,  on  this  httle  peace  of  paper,  tell 
'*  you  every  thing  particularly. 

*'  Brothers,  You  tell  us,  you  defire  we  fliould 
*'  come,  that  we  might  teach  you  the  chriftian 
"  way,  and  how  you  alio  may  come  to  be 
"  happy. 

"  Brothers,  We  wilh  to  do  this  with  all  our 
**  hearts,  lb  far  as  it  is  in  our  power,  and  are 
"  forry  you  are  fo  far  from  us. 

"  Brothers,  We  have  learned  many  good 
"  things,  'tis  true,  and  fhould  be  very  glad  to 
"  fee  you,  and  talk  with  you,  as  brethren ;  and 
"  fome  of  ns  might  teach  you  to  fing  pfalms, 
"  and  to  read  and  to  write ;  but  are  not  lit  to 
"  be  miniiters  :  nor  are  we  called  to  that  high 
*'  ofRce.  Minifters  are  men  that  the  great  God 
"  calls  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  to  teach  man- 
"  kind  what  they  mull  do  to  be  faved. — And 
"  when  they  preach,  they  fpeak  in  God's  name: 
"  from  luch,  we  received  the  gofpel ;  and  all 
"  other  Heathen  people,  that  have  been  made 
"  Cbrijiians,  have  been  made  fo  by  the  preach- 
*'  ing  of  God's  minifters.  Two  fuch  men,  we 
"  are  informed,  you  had  with  you  laft  fummer ; 
"  and  we  do  not  doubt,  that,   if  you  defire  it, 

"  they. 
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"  they,  or  fome  others,  will  vifit  you  again,  at 
"  which  we  fhall  very  much  rejoice. 

"  Brothers,  We  have  heard  our  minifter  fay, 
"  he  has  a  great  concern  for  you  ;  and  though 
"  we  always  want  him  at  home,  yet  we  ihould 
"  be  willing  to  part  with  him  awhile,  that  he 
*'  might  teach  you,  and  do  you  good,  as  he 
"  has  done  us.  He  has  lived  with  us  many 
"  years,  and  we  know  him  to  be  a  good  friend 
"  to  the  Indians,  and  that  he  feeks  their  beft 
"  good. 

"  Brothers,  We  willi  you  all  good  ;  that  you 
"  may  have  good  minifters  to  take  you  gently 
"  by  the  hand,  and  lead  you  fafe  to  heaven  and 
"  happinefs :  and  that  you  might  obtain  this 
"  great  good,  we  think  it  might  be  well  for. 
"  you  to  fpeak  to  Sir  William  John/on,  who 
*'  you  know  is  the  perfon  the  great  king  George 
"  has  appointed  to  fpeak  to  the  Indians,  and 
"  we  do  not  doubt  he  would  be  willing  to  help 
*'  you. — He  might  alfo,  perhaps,  fo  order  mat- 
"  ters,  that  we,  after  fome  time,  might  re- 
*'  move  to  you,  and  be  very  happy  in  your 
*'  country. 

"  Brothers,  We  defire  to  commit  you,  and 
*<  all  that  concerns  you  and  us,  to  the  great  God, 
*'  who  made  all  things. 

N  2  "We 
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"  We  pray,  that  he  would  take  yo'-i  under  his 
"  particular  care,  and  that  you  and  we  may  (o 
"  know  him,  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  as  that 
*'  we  may  meet  in  heaven,  and  be  happy  with 
*'  him  for  ever  more. 


*'  JVe  are  your  fincere  Friends, 

"  And  loving  Brothers^ 

l^  Signed^     Thomas  Store, 
Joseph  Meechy, 
Stephen  Calvin, 
Isaac  Still, 
Jacob  Stakit." 


Further 
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Further  Remarks  refpecling  Indian  Affairs, 

'Tp  H  E  converfion  of  the  Indians  in  America 
is,  undoubtedly,  an  objed  worthy  of  the 
greateft  attention,  efpecially  as  the  chriftianizing 
would  be  the  moft  effeclual  way  of  civilizing 
them  :  for  the  fcheme  of  leading  the  favages 
into  a  civil  ftate,  previous  to  inftrudling  them 
in  the  knowledge  of  chriftianity,  however  plau- 
fible  it  may  have  appeared  to  thofe  unacquaint- 
ed with  their  cuftoms  and  manners,  yet  hath 
been  found  (to  the  bed  of  my  knowledge) 
utterly  impradlicable ;  for  their  prejudices 
are  as  great  againft  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  civilized  nations,  as  againft  chriftianity  it- 
felf ;  and  therefore  till  fuch  time  as  they  come 
to  be  folemnly  impreffcd  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
miferable  heathenifh  ftate,  and  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  the  immenfe  advantages  accruing  thereby  to 
their  precious  and  immortal  fouls,  they  will  pay 
little  regard  to  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  in 
favour  of  a  civil  ftate,  which  they  look  upon  as 
a  ftate  of  bondage  and  downright  flavery. — The 
accounts  we  have  had  hitherto  of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel  among  them,  make  this  obfervation 

concerning 
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concerning  them,  abundantly  evident  •,  for  as 
foon  as  any  of  them  became  true  converts  to 
chriftianity,  they  then,  but  not  till  then,  began 
to  fee  the  neceffity  and  benefit  of  a  civil  govern- 
ment. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians 
has  been  fignal  and  various, — Great  pains  have 
been  taken  fmce  the  firft  fettlement  of  North 
America^  with  different  tribes  and  nations,  at 
different  times,  to  bring  thefe  poor  benighted 
heathens,  not  only  to  the  fpeculative,  but  alfo 
the  experimental  knowledge  of  the  true  God 
and  his  fon  Jeius  Chrifl  j  particularly  by  fome 
eminent  miniflers,  who  went  from  Great  Britain 
with  the  firfl  fettlers  of  New  England.  That 
great  man  of  God,  the  reverend  Mr.  "john  Eliot, 
who  was  called  the  Indian  apoftle,  laboured  in- 
defatigably  many  years  among  the  Indians,  learn- 
ed their  language,  tranflated  the  bible,  and  fe-. 
veral  pious  trads  into  their  tongue,  and,  it 
pleafed  God  to  crown  his  labours  with  his  divine 
blefling,  for  the  convetfion  of  many  fouls. 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew,  fon  of  an  excellent 
"  minifler  of  that  name,  fays.  The  reverend 
Dr.  Chauncy,  [in  a  late  letter  to  his  friend, 
after  giving  an  account  of  the  labours  and 
fuccefs  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Eliot]  "  began 
*^  in  another  par:  of  the  province,  the  work  of 

"  gofpelizing 
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<*  gofpelizing  the  inndel  natives,  fo  far  back  as 
"   1642,  and  this  good  work    has  been  carried 
"  on  by  one  or  another  of  this  family,  from  that 
*'  day  to  this. 

**  In  1657,  many  hundred  Indian  men  and 
*'  women  were  added  to  the  chriftian  fccieties  in 
*'  this  part  of  the  country,  of  fuch  as  might 
"  be  faid  to  be  holy  in  their  converfation,  and 
"  that  did  not  need  for  knowledge  to  be  taught 
*'  the  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God. 

"  In  the  year  1689,  the  Indian  church,  iin- 
"  der  the  care  of  Mr.  John  Mayhew^  fon  of  the 
*'  above  'Thomas,  confifted  of  above  one  hun- 
,"  dred  communicants,  walking  according  to  the 
*'  rule  of  the  Icriptures. 

*'  The  reverend  Mr.  Experience  Mayhew,  [fays 
the  fam«  writer]  "  fon  of  the  fore-mentioned 
"  John,  a  gentleman  of  fuch  fuperiour  natural 
"  endowments,  that,  had  he  been  favoured  on- 
"  ly  with  common  advantages,  would  have  been 
"  ranked  among  the  firfl:  worthies  of  New  En- 
"  gland,  and  who  fpent  a  life  protracted  feveral 
"  years  beyond  eighty,  in  the  fervice  of  the  In- 
"  dians,  in  the  year  1727,  publifhed  an  odavo 
"  volume,  entitled  Indian  Converts,  in  which 
**  he  has  given  an  account  of  the  lives  of  thirty 
"  Indian  minifters,  and  about  eighty  Indian  men, 

"  women. 
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"  women,  and  young  perfons,  within  the  limits 
"  only  of  Martha's  Vineyard^  an  Ifland  in  Majfa- 
"  chufetts  province :  and  of  thefe,  (as  he  was 
"  a  gentleman  of  eltabliflied  reputation,  both 
"  for  judgment  and  veracity)  it  may  be  chari- 
•'  tably  faid,  that  they  were  real  converts  to  the 
"  faith  of  Chrift,  and  fome  of  them  in  a  diftin- 
"  guifliing  degree,  clearly  evidenced  it  by  their 
"  manner  of  life,  which  was  fuch  as  may  make 
*^  many  Englijh  profeilors  blufli. 

"  In  the  atteftation  to  his  accounts,  figned  by 
*'  eleven  Bofionian  minifters,  fome  of  whom  are 
*'  now  alive,  it  is  faid,  that  they,  who  may  ig- 
"  norantly  and  imperioufly  fay  nothing  has  been 
*'  done,  may  be  confuted ;  whilft  thofe  who  are 
"  defirous  to  fee  fomething  that  has  been  done, 
"  may  be  entertained  and  gratified,  (the  attef- 
"  tators  add}  here  is  now  exhibited  a  colle6tion 
"  of  examples,  wherein  the  glorious  grace  of 
*'  our  great  Redeemer  has  appeared  to,  and  on 
"  the  Indians  of  New  England.  It  mull  not  be 
*'  imagined  thefe  are  all  that  could  have  been 
"  colleded  \  for  all  thefe  are  feledled  only  from 
"  one  Ifland.  The  author  of  this  hiftory,  Mr. 
•'  Experience  Mayhew^  is  a  perfon  of  incontefta- 
*'  ble  veracity  :  we  again  fay,  his  truth  may  be 
,*'  relied  on — his  fidelity  is  irreproachable. 

"  The 
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The  fame  Dr.  Chauncey  adds,  "  There  is 
"  at  this  day,  within  the  province  of  the  Maffa- 
"  chufett's.  Bay  only,  fixteen  minifters,  Englijh 
"  and  Indian^  (ftatedly  labouring,  either  as  paf- 
*'  tors  of  fo  many  Indian  churches,  or  as  preach- 
**  ers  to  affemblies  of  Indians^  that  meet  toge- 
*'  ther  for  divine  worfliip)  nine  Englijh  ledlurers, 
"  and  feven  ftated  fchool-marters,  befides  ccca- 
"  fional  ones.  And  there  are  at  a  fettlement, 
*'  called  Majhpe^  two  hundred  Indians^  under 
"  the  care  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Hawley^  who 
"  know  no  God  befide  the  everlailing  Jehovah^ 
*'  and  ftatedly  pay  worfhip  to  him  through  the 
"  one  mediator  Jefus  Chriji," 

But  to  come  to  things  within  my  own  know- 
ledge ;  the  reverend  Mr.  David  Brainerd,  born 
in  ConneBicut  in  New  England,  and  educated  in 
Tale  College  of  the  fame  colony,  my  intimate 
acquaintance  and  friend,  fpent  many  of  his  laft 
'  years  in  gofpelizing  feveral  tribes  of  the  Indians, 
both  in  the  provinces  of  New  Jerfey  and  Penfyl- 
vania.  Being  of  too  tender  a  frame  to  fuftain 
the  hardftiips  to  which  he  was  expofed,  and  too 
eagerly  fet  upon  the  work  to  quit  it,  he  fell  a 
martyr  to  the  glorious  caufe.  A  journal  of  his 
labours  and  fuccefs  among  the  Indians  was  pub- 
lifhed  by  himfelf  in  his  life-time,  entitled  Mira- 
bilia  Dei  inter  Indicos,  or  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
O  a  remarkable 
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a  remarkable  work  of  grace  among  a  number  of 
the  Indians  in  the  provinces  of  New  Jerfey  and 
Penfylvania. 

Some  of  thefe  Indians  I  have  converfed  with, 
when  they  were  firft  awakened  out  of  their  dark 
ftate  of  heathenifm,  and  brought  under  a  religi- 
ous concern  for  their  fouls,  as  well  as  after- 
wards, when  they  obtained  fome  clearnefs  and 
fatisfaftion  about  the  fafety  of  their  ftate ;  and 
have  fince  preached  to  them  feveral  times.  This 
worthy  miniftcr  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother, 
the  reverend  Mr.  John  Brainerd,  who  is  ftill  pur- 
fuing  the  fame  laudable  defign. 

I  have  now,  in  my  hands,  a  catalogue,  con- 
taining the  names  of  Indians  belonging  to  the 
Nanaganfet  tribe  in  New  England,   in   number 
about  three  hundred   and  fifteen.     Mr.  Samuel 
Drake,   who  has  furnifhed  the  catalogue,    and 
alfo  wrote  an  account  concerning  them,  and  who 
has  lived  fourteen  years  among  them  as  a  fchool- 
mafter,  fays,   "  That  he  believes,  in  the  judg- 
*'  ment  of  charity,  that  in  the  above  number  of 
"  Indians,  there  are  feventy  real  chriftians :  that 
"  about  fixty  of  them  have  entered  into  cove- 
*'  nant  with  God  and  one  another,  as  a  church 
"  of  Chrift,  and  are  determined  to  follow  the 
"  lamb   of  God  whitherfoever   he  goes :    that 
"  they  are  alfo  agreed  in  the  articles  of  faith 

"  contained 
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''  contained  in  the  apoftles  creed  :  that  on  '^uef- 
"  day,  Thurfday  and  Saturday  evenings,  they 
"  conftantly  meet  together  to  fing  and  pray  to 
"  God ;  and  that,  in  their  devotions,  their  af- 
"  fedtions  feem  to  be  furprifingly  drawn  out : 
"  that  they  are  not  fond  of  receiving  any  into 
"  church  fellowfliip,  but  fuch  as  can  give  fome 
"  good  account  of  their  being  bom  again,  re- 
*'  nounce  their  heathenifh  pradices,  fubjedl 
*'  themfelves  to  the  ordinance  of  baptifm,  and 
•'  embrace  the  above  articles  of  faith :  that 
*'  they  fteadily  maintain  religious  vi^orfliip  in 
*'  their  families :  that,  once  in  four  weeks,  they 
**  have  a  meeting  on  the  Thurfday,  preparatory 
•*  to  the  communion ;  that,  on  the  Lord's  day 
"  following,  they  celebrate  the  Lord's  lupper  j 
"  and  that,  at  certain  facramental  feafons,  he 
*'  has  thought  that  the  Lord  Jefus  f  erned  as  it 
*'  were  to  be  evidently  fet  forth  betcre  them  : 
*'  that  if,  at  any  time,  any  of  their  brethren  rc- 
*'  turn  to  their  former  fmful  praftices,  the  reft 
*'  will  mourn  over  them  as  though  their  hearts 
"  would  break :  that,  if  their  backlliding  bre- 
*'  thren  repent  of  their  fin,  and  manifeft  a  ae- 
"  fire  to  walk  again  with  the  church,  their  re- 
*«  joicing  is  equal  to  their  former  mourn- 
"  ing :  but  that,  if  no  fruit  of  repentance  ap- 
"  pears,  after  they  have  mourned  over  them  for 
O  2  "  feveial 
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**•  feveral  meetings,  they  bid  the  offender  fare- 
"  wel,  as  though  they  were  going  to  part  to 
*'  meet  no  more,  and  with  fuch  a  mourning  as 
*'  refembles  a  funeral.  I  have  been,  fays,  my 
*'  worthy  informer,  at  feveral  fuch  meetings, 
*'  and  there  has  been  fuch  a  lamentation  in  the 
"  affembly,  when  they  were  obliged  to  part 
"  with  a  brother,  as  a  heathen  man  or  a  publi- 
"  can,  that  even  the  before- obftin ate  fmner 
"  would  be  fo  affeded,  as  to  appear  inwardly 
"  in  pain  for  fin,  and  continue  to  cry  to  God 
"  for  mercy,  till  he  was  delivered  from  his  load 
"  of  guilt,  and  admitted  into  fellowlhip  with 
"  the  church  again." 

My  informant  farther  fays,  "  That  this  reli- 
*'  gious  concern  began  among  thofe  Indians  a- 
"  bout  twenty-fix  years  fince ;  and  that  their 
*'  miniiler  is  one  of  their  own  number,  Mr. 
*'  Samuel  Niks.  He  adds,  that  now  many  of 
"  their  children  are  able  to  read  the  New-Tella- 
"  mertt  to  their  parents." 

There  are  feveral  other  tribes  of  Indians  in 
New  England^  not  far  diftant  from  this  fame 
tribe,  that  have  received  the  chriftian  religion ; 
a  number  of  whom,  as  I  am  very  credibly  in- 
formed, in  the  judgment  of  charity,  give  evi- 
dences of  their  being  real  chriftians,  and  have 
occafional  communion  with  thofe  of  the  Nana- 

ganfet 
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ganfet  church,  particularly  about  thirty  or  forty 
of  the  Mohigon  Indians^  of  which  tribe  the  re- 
verend Mr.  Occum^  a  perfon  now  well  known  in 
England  and  Scotland^  is  one;  of  the  Pequet 
tribe,  about  twenty ;  of  the  Nehantick  tribe, 
fome  few,  fix  or  feven  -,  both  thefe  Indian  tribes 
live  in  the  colony  of  Conne^icut.  There  are  al- 
fo  fome  of  the  Stony  Town  tribe,  that  have  oc- 
cafional  communion  with  the  Nanaganfets,  and 
about  fifteen  or  fixteen  of  the  Montawk  tribe  of 
Indians,  who  live  upon  the  eaft  end  of  Long 
IJland,  and  for  feveral  years  had  the  reverend 
Mr.  Horton  to  preach  among  them  ;  thefe  fome- 
times  crofs  the  Sound,  a  great  water,  in  order 
to  join  the  above  church  in  its  divine  ordi- 
nances. 

Such  have  been  the  endeavours  of  the  New 
Englanders,  and  fuch  the  fuccefs  vouchfafed 
them  in  evangelizing  the  Indians ;  to  which  I 
might  add,  the  prefent  very  laudable  and  difin- 
terelted  attempts  of  the  reverend  Dr.  PFheelock, 
in  fetting  up  an  htdian  fchool,  to  furnilh  thofe 
poor  benighted  heathens  with  minifters  and 
fchool-mafters,  as  well  to  inllrud  them  in  all 
the  arts  of  agriculture  and  civil  life,  as  the  great 
things  pertaining  to  God ;  an  undertaking  that 
hath  met  with  remarkable  encouragement,  par- 
ticularly in  the  very  large  collec1;ion3  which  have 

lately 
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lately  heen  made  in  Great  Britain  for  its  fup- 
port,  and  the  countenance  and  patronage  of 
thofe  very  refpecftable  and  worthy  gentlemen, 
who  have  condefcended  to  become  a  board  of 
trull  for  the  diflribution  of  the  faid  monies. 

I  would  only  beg  leave  to  fubjoin  my  ear- 
neft  and  moft  importunate  wifhes ;  that  who- 
ever hereafter  may  be  ftirred  up,  and  em- 
ployed in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the 
Indians^  may,  like  their  forementioned  worthy 
predeceflbrs,  approve  themfelves  able  mmifters 
of  the  New  Teftament,  be  truly  pious,  and 
examplary  chriftians,  holy  in  all  manner  of 
converfation  and  godlinefs. — Otherwife,  I  am 
well  perfuaded,  that  the  beft  preaching  will 
be  fo  far  from  having  any  falutary  influence 
upon  the  Indians^  that  they  will  rather  be- 
come more  hardened  in  their  native  hea- 
thenifm,  by  the  vitious  and  unholy  lives  of 
fuch  as  attempt  to  profelyte  them  to  the  re- 
ligion of  Jefus,  but  yet  exhibit  in  their  tem- 
per and  condud,  nothing  of  the  purity  of  the 
gofpel,  or  difpofition  and  practice  of  its  di- 
vine author. 
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This  Day  is  puhlijhed,  [Price  One  Shilling.] 

'Tp  W  O  Sermons,  in  vrhich  the  Doftrine  of  Recon- 
-■•  ciliation  is  plainly  and  briefly  ftated,  and  the 
Grounds  of  it  clearly  pointed  out.  By  Nathanael 
Whitaker,  D.  D.  who  accompanied  the  Reverend 
Sampson  Occum,  through  England  and  Scotland, 
to  colled  Contributions  towards  fupporting  and  carry- 
ing on  of  Dr.  Wheelock's  Indian  School.  Printed 
for  G.  Pearch,  No.  12,  Cheapfide  ;  and  W. 
Davenhill,  No.  8,  Cornhill. 
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Providence,  an  allegorical  Poem,  in  three  Books, 
with  elegant  Cuts,  by  Dr.  Ogilvie,  in  Quarto,  Price 
7s.  6d.  fewed. 

Poems  on  feveral  Subjects,  containing  the  Day  of 
Judgment,  &c.  by  the  f  me  Author,  witn  neat  Head- 
pieces, engraved  by  Walker,  in  Quarto,  Price  los. 
6d.  fewcd — Ditto,  Cilavo,  Price  4s.  in  Boards. 

Inoculation  proved  to  be  confiftent  both  with 
Reafon  and  Religion,  by  D.  Some,  with  a  recommen- 
datory Preface,  by  P.  Dodderidge,  D,  D.  Price  6d. 
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